Towards a prosperous New Zealand and a healthy environment – a dashboard approach (‘prototype’)
This diagram is a summary of key cross-government measures that have direct or indirect links to the Ministry for the Environment’s end outcomes. It presents information on selected
indicators and is not an exhaustive summary of indicators and data related to each outcome. We recognise that there are a number of measures that intersect more than one outcome.
The measures and indicators include the Ministry’s core set of environmental indicators and other cross-government measures that have a direct or indirect link to the Ministry’s work.

Prosperous New Zealand where a healthy environment enhances social and economic well-being
Ministry for the Environment end outcomes
New Zealand is able to capitalise on its natural
environmental advantages now and in the future
(ie, leveraging growth from use within limits;
improved efficiency)

New Zealand’s natural resources are managed effectively
and New Zealanders use natural resources sustainably
(ie, use within limits; intensity)

Risks to people, the economy and the environment
from pollution, contamination and other
environmental hazards are minimised
(ie, risk management)

New Zealand’s air, water, land and
built communities are healthy
(ie, environmental quality; state)

Measures

Work in
progress

Management of
NZ’s environment

Energy

Waste

Percentage
of electricity
from renewable
resources1

Volume of solid
waste disposal2

▼

▼

Energy-related
greenhouse gas
emissions per
total energy
produced
(excl. transport)2

≈

—

—
Proportion of
population
with access
to kerbside
recycling2

—

▲

≈

Priority actions
met under the
Dairying and
Clean Streams
Accord4
—

▼

Proportion of
resource consent
applications
processed on
time2,5

▼

Land / Soils

Climate /
Atmosphere

Rivers and
streams

Lakes and
groundwater

Marine

Biodiversity

Proportion of
soils meeting
target ranges6

Greenhouse gas
intensity of the
economy2,8

Level of total
nitrogen in rivers
and streams9

Trophic Level
Index for lakes6

Work in
progress

Natural forest
deforestation2

—

▲

Area of erosion
prone soil7
—

▼

▼

Transport related
greenhouse
gas emissions
per vehicle km
travelled3

▲

▼

▲

≈

▲

▼

▲

▲

Upward trend

▼

▼

Downward trend

≈

There is no overall trend

—

Limited data points in time

▲

≈

—

≈

≈

Bacterial levels in
groundwater6,10

≈
≈

—

Nitrate levels in
groundwater6,10

≈

Visual clarity
in rivers and
streams9

≈

▼

▲

Level of total
phosphorus
in rivers and
streams9

Total planted
forest area2

Agricultural
greenhouse
gas emissions
per unit of
agricultural
Gross Domestic
Product 2

≈

▲

Gross
greenhouse gas
emissions2

For each indicator we have identified long-term and recent trends by comparing changes in the data between
the time periods available (at least 8 years for long-term and 3-5 years for recent trends). The following
symbols are used to identify the trend and whether it is in line with the desired direction of change.
Long-term trends are located on the left and recent trends on the right of each indicator box.

Key

▼

Prevention and
reduction of
harm to NZ’s
people and
environment

—

≈

≈

Stratospheric
ozone levels9

≈

Colours have been assigned to identify whether this trend is in line with the desired direction of change.
Green

The trend is in line with the desired direction of change

Orange

The trend is neither in line with nor opposite to the desired direction of change

Red

The trend is opposite to the desired direction of change

(1) Ministry of Economic Development, (2) Ministry for the Environment, (3) Ministry of Transport, (4) Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, (5) Local authorities, (6) Regional councils (including unitary authorities),
(7) Landcare Research, (8) Statistics NZ, (9) NIWA, (10) GNS, (11) Environmental Science and Research, (12) Environmental Risk Management Authority.

≈

—

Population with
drinking water
meeting
standards11

▲

Macroinvertebrate
community
health in rivers
and streams9

≈

Percentage
of airsheds
complying with
PM10 standard6

▲

Bacterial levels
at rivers and
lakes and coastal
swimming spots5

≈

—
Proportion
of cleaned
or managed
contaminated
soil sites2,6
—

—

Hazardous
substances
Number of nonvehicle incidents
involving
hazardous
substances12

▲

≈

