‐ Promote New Zealand as an international centre of excellence for developing and trialling ocean energy and other
new low carbon technologies.
‐ Look at the climate change from a public health perspective, the social and cultural impacts of doing nothing, and
the benefits of public health interventions as part of a holistic mitigation strategy
‐ Look at climate change from a development perspective and our commitments to our Pacific neighbours, again
from a mitigation perspective, not just accepting we will take climate refugees
‐ Look at climate change from a local community‐led development perspective and consider ways to support enviro‐
schools, transition towns and other food, fuel and transport solutions emerging locally
NZ as a small nation has the potential to reclaim its identity as a world leader on this key global issue. Yes there will
be costs that will impact household consumption. It is our consumer society that is fuelling climate change, and
significant shifts in behaviour are necessary now. We have to take care those costs don't impact disproportionately
on the poor. Investing in low carbon economy industries can open up opportunities for communities, the economy
and jobs but we have to make sure that benefits from those opportunities are better distributed than they are now.
Climate change offers us a huge opportunity to rethink what really matters as a country ‐ our core values around the
environment, our children, our sense of community and social justice ‐ which are more important than the market
messages that consumption of more and more consumer goods will bring us happiness.
We have the passion for our land, our neighbourhoods and children; we have the science and technology expertise;
we just need a Government with the courage to take real leadership on this fundamental issue. We need a truly
ambitious target and a real action plan, starting now, to reduce climate pollution. Otherwise Government risks
damaging our global reputation, wrecking our economy, let alone our future in this stunning environment. Most
importantly, I want Government to invest in a cleaner, smarter and safer future for me, my children and
grandchildren and all that share my love of this land.
Yours sincerely,
Margy‐Jean Malcolm
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