
Notification Submissions Hearing

Decision to notify

Send the applicant and/or 
their agent a letter and/or 
email advising them of the 

decision to notify

Inform council specialists 
of the decision to notify

Applicant confirms they wish 
to proceed and deposits fees

Acknowledge receipt of 
payment and confirm the 

council will notify

Public 
notification

Limited 
notification

Public notice prepared and 
posted in newspaper

Post public notice on 
council’s website, make 

relevant documents 
available online. Post a 

sign/notice at subject site

Make all relevant 
documentation available at 
the council’s office or other 

public locations

Post notification pack to 
affected parties and applicant

 Application notified

The applicant may suspend the process for up to 
130 working days. Requests can only be made 

from the start of notification through to the  
close of the hearing. See sections 91A-C

 Acknowledge receipt of submissions in writing

Check that the applicant has received copies  
of all submissions 

Is additional information required? Yes No

Commission 
a report

Request additional information
THE STATUTORY CLOCK DOES 

NOT STOP 

Unless applicant declines, the report can be 
commissioned and the statutory clock can be stopped 

Additional information or commissioned report 
received by council. Information distributed  

to council specialists

Advise submitters that additional information has 
been provided and make this available to them

Advise council specialists and any other relevant 
council officers of the hearing date and location

Pre-hearing meeting (if considered necessary/useful)

No less than 10 working days before the hearing

Applicant must provide all evidence to the council

Council must make applicant’s evidence  
available at its office

Council must make submitter’s expert  
evidence available to other submitters 

ASAP

ASAP

ASAP

Select a hearing date and appoint commissioners

15

20

20 working days after notification OR the  
limited notification period may be closed early if a 
submission, written approval, or written notice is 
received from all affected parties. See section 97

 Submission period

As soon as possible but no later than  
10 working days before the hearing

Advise the applicant and submitters that wish  
to be heard of the hearing date and location

No less than 15 working days before the hearing

Council’s section 42A report and any expert  
evidence must be distributed

No less than 5 working days before the hearing

Submitters calling expert evidence must provide  
that evidence to the applicant and the council.  

The applicant may suspend the process for up to  
130 working days. Such requests can only be made 
from the start of notification through to the close  

of the hearing. See sections 91A-C

5

75

45

Hearing agenda sent to all parties that will attend

No less than 5 working days before the hearing

If a pre-hearing meeting was held,  
the meeting report must be distributed

Councils are no longer required to start the hearing  
25 working days after submissions close. The council  

can begin the hearing whenever they choose

Hearing begins

ASAP

20

Is a hearing required? No

15

15

Fully notified: No more than 
75 working days after close of submissions

Hearing closes

Limited notified: No more than 
45 working days after close of submissions

No more than 15 working days after close of hearing

DECISION ISSUED

15 working days after decision issued

Appeal period closes

20
5

10

As soon as possible after close of submissions

Send submissions to council specialists  
to provide input

December 2014

Within 20 working days of the close of submissions

DECISION ISSUED

Begin drafting Section 42A report

Yes 

for notified resource consent applications 
Six-month process 

NEW TIMEFRAME/ 
NEW OR MODIFIED PROVISION

END POINT NUMBER OF WORKING DAYSX


