MANAGEMENT.
Section 49 of the Resource Management Act 1991,

To: The Chairperson
Board of Inquiry
Proposed National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management.

This submission is made by : Hilton Furness on behalf of ;

THE NEW ZEALAND FERTILISER MANUFACTURERS’ RESEARCH ASSSOCIATION INC.

Po Box 9577

Newmarket,
Auckland ph {09) 415 1357 e-mail info@fertresearch.org.nz

| DO WISH TO BE HEARD IN SUPPORT OF MY SUBMISSION

If others make a similar submission | will consider presenting a joint case with them at a
hearing.

Introduction ,
The New Zealand Fertiliser Manufacturers’ Research Association Inc is a trade organisation

representing the New Zealand manufacturers of superphosphate fertiliser. The Association also
operates under the name Fert Research. The Association has two member companies —
Ballance Agri-Nutrients Ltd and Ravensdown Fertiliser Co-operative Ltd. Both these companies
are farmer co-operatives with some 45,000 farmer shareholders. Between them these
companies supply over 90% of all fertiliser used in New Zealand.

The companies each employ about 60 field representatives whose function is to provide
fertiliser advice and recommendations to farmer shareholders. Field staff are tertiary qualified
and use a range of tools to assist them in making fertiliser recommendations and addressing
production and environmental issues including ;

Nutrient Budget models (e.g. OVERSEER®),

The Code of Practice for Nutrient Management

The Code of Practice for the Placement of Fertiliser in New Zealand,.

In addition to making fertiliser recommendations, trained field representatives use OVERSEER®
to prepare nutrient budgets and nutrient management plans.

All fertiliser field staff are obliged to undertake and successfully complete a nutrient
management training program which includes attending and passing the intermediate and the
advanced Sustainable - Nutrient ‘Management Courses at Massey University which, in
recognition of the critical importance of meeting the correct balance between environmental and
agricultural production goals, were initiated and funded by the fertiliser industry.




The goals of the PSWP are:

e Maintain and/or enhance water quality from primary production land, with
demonstrable and accelerated progress on the resolution of water quality issues
from agricultural land within five years; and

o Demonstrate improvements in water use efficiency by the primary sector within

five years.

The partnership approach aims to achieve sustainability goals and to maintain dynamism and
flexibility in the primary sector by:
¢ Developing Sustainable Water Management Strategies for each partner.
e Engaging land managers in environmental outcomes and self management of
their impacts, with an initial focus on identifying priority catchments.
e Working in partnership with central and regional government.

Industry agreed targets within the PSWP include a comprehensive range of commitments for
action on nutrient management, industry ‘good practice’ bench marks of water use, and
sediment and microbial management. ‘ ‘

The PSWP engages industry partners, regional and central government and other stakeholders
and specific industry commitments are dedicated to achieving targets which will ensure
freshwater resources are used and managed sustainably. These non-regulatory programs have
been adopted to achieve many of the objectives of the Proposed National Freshwater Policy.
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