National Wetland Trust
Objectives

A Increased appreciation of wetland values by all
New Zealanders

A Increased scientific understanding of wetland
functions and processes

A Proactive commitment to wetland protection
enhancement and restoration

A Broad interpretation of wetlands (incl. swamps,
bogs, rivers, lakes, estuaries)



NPS on Freshwater Mgt
Definition

Freshwater Resourceso means t he fr
of New Zeal andwdlandsiande r s,
groundwater systems [but does not include
fresh water of any ephemeral stream or
artificial watercourse]




Wetlands definition

RMA 1991

Nwetl and 1 ncludes per mane
wet areas, shallow water, and land water
margins that support a natural ecosystem of

plants and animals that are adapted to wet
conditionso







Not just affected by takes and
discharges

)

filling



Not just affected by takes and




Economic value of wetland
ecosystem services

A annually around $3.5 billion
A $900 per person per year

A orders of magnitude higher than just
about any other ecosystem type

A flood mitigation, carbon sequestration,
water rennovation etc



Biodiversity value

A A disproportionate # of threatened species

Aln 1 % of NzZés | and

11% of threatened invertebrates, 18% nationally critical
16% of nationally critical bird species
18% of all rare plants




NPS

A Protection of wetlands is a national
oriority (MfE and DoC 2007) but current
nolicies are falling to prevent further
0ss and degradation

A NPS provides an opportunity to
Increase wetland protection




NPS

A BUT in proposed NPS

T No reference to oO6wet |l a
definition of freshwater resource

I No reference to drainage, filling of wetlands
or effects of activities exacerbating pest/
weed/ stock impacts

I Focus is on water only, rather than
ecosystems




NPS

A Need to clarify terminology throughout:
I fresh water (the water itself)

I freshwater resources (waterbodies with
their associated ecosystem 1 includes
biota, processes, cultural/ spiritual values
etc).

A Degraded vs outstanding

I what if a water body is both?

I what about the ones In between?




degraded?

ing or

Outstand




NPS

A Even if the intention is water remember:
I Wetlands filter sediments
I Wetlands remove nitrogen
I Wetlands store water
i Wetlands reduce flood impacts
I Wetlands maintain flows

A NPS should recognise that herbaceous
wetlands can, and do, make a real and
substantial contribution to managing human
Impacts on all of our water resources

A To protect quality of fresh water we need to
protect wetlands




Thank you for listening 1

hereodos where we
speak for themselves..
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