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The Forest Owners Association

MissionStatement:
To activelypromote commercialforestry in New Zealandwith a
view to creating a favourable economic, political and social
policy.

VEstablished 1926
VApproximately 270 members
VCo-operative objectives
VMembers manage about 1.4 million ha of rural land
V80% of our members land is in trees
VMembers harvest in 2008 ς16.7million m3, of an industry harvest of 20 million m3.



Proposed National Policy Statement  on 
Freshwater Management NZFOA Overview

The forest industry supports consistent and equitable regulation of the effects of land use to 
mitigate the adverse effects of nitrogen leaching, over-allocation or general water quality 
issues. 

bt{ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǘŜǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ έǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǉǳƻέ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŘŜ-facto property 
rights to enable the maintenance of activities and practices that are beyond the assimilative 
capacity of the environment.

Proposed NPS will perpetuate cross-subsidisation between land-uses, poor economic 
incentives to drive sustainable behaviors and ultimately failure to achieve national objectives 
and sustainable land and water use.  

FOA supports mechanisms that facilitate sustainable freshwater use by allowing land 

owners to adopt commercial land uses while meeting the environmental costs of their 
choices. 
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Role of an NPS

Polluter Pays and/or Facilitation of markets for Ecosystem Services

Allocative Equity ςά²Ƙƻ ƻǿƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴΚέ

Economic Efficiency

Standardised Framework for Water Quality

Water Quality Standards

Uniformity of Regulation ςCouncil failure to regulate some primary sectors
non point source N&P discharges

Precedent

Transition



Historic performance of the RMA has had the effect of making foresters liable for 
environmental effects of pastoral agriculture and subdivision.  The forest industry does not 
accept that foresters have a greater responsibility for addressing water quality than any 
other land user.  
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CƻǊŜǎǘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ 
Without exception these forests maintain or enhance the water quality of these

systems, quite unlike most other competing land use options. 


