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Who are the ORPG?

ÅLandowners

ïIncluding farmers and irrigators.

ÅRecreational users and organisations:

ïIncluding kayakers, mountain-bikers and those 

who fish, swim and walk along the river.

ÅMembers of the wider community.

ÅConservationists, conservation groups and 

environmental professionals.

ÅCurrently over 100 members é



Why was the ORPG formed?

ÅCommunity response to immediate treat of 

dam proposal. (anger and dissapointment 

that private commercial interest could 

consider such a  proposal; destruction of 

populair community asset and valued private 

property)

ÅRecognition that the river needs a ñvoiceò

ÅA legal entity for funding and action

ÅA ñwatchdogò for any future and 

inappropriate development proposals



Aims & Objectives of the ORPG (Inc)

ÅTo protect the 
environmental and 
cultural integrity of the 
Orari River in its free 
flowing state.

ÅTo retain the gorge in its 
free flowing state.

ÅTo retain the integrity of 
the river hydrology.

ÅTo maintain public access 
to the Orari River as an 
educational and 
recreational resource.



ÅTo advocate for greater 

protection of the Upper 

Orari and catchment.

ÅTo recognise the 

potential for over 

allocation and advocate 

for the development of 

an Integrated 

Catchment Management 

plan.



Where is the Orari River?





What does the ORPG do?
VNRRP submission (High Naturalness recognition)

VIntegrated Catchment Management involvement

VDidymo awareness and control

VBlue Duck Recovery Programme

VEducation and awareness

VWeed control

VPromote access and recreation



Advocating for the Upper Orari River 

to be recognised as a river of  High 

Naturalness

ÅSubmitted and presented to NRRP

ÅWe believe that there are no valid reasons 

why the Upper Orari should not be 

recognised as a river of High Naturalness.

ÅWe want the Upper Orari River to be 

scheduled as a river of High Naturalness.





Integrated Catchment Management

ICM

ÅEffective way of community involvement

ÅGood Ecan Leadership

ÅAgreement on, often, contentious issues 

ÅAn established forum to raise proposals a 

early stages 

ÅExcellent way of council and community 

engaging in an informal but effective way

ÅGood way to work on the issues unique for 

our particular Catchment and community.

ÅNational Standards are essential!



Didymo awareness and control

ÅPlacement of signage

ÅLinking with other groups representing 

neighbouring rivers

ÅEstablishing washing stations

ÅMonitoring didymo spread in the Orari

ÅUnfortunatly didymo did get into the Orari in 

2008

ÅReducing risk of spread to other rivers

ÅCommunicating with Biosecurity NZ and 

DOC



¶

In early 2008 the group initiated the Blue Duck 

recovery project. 

Very small population unique for the Canterbury 

Foothills

¶Blue Duck 
Recovery Project



Mountain stone weta




