
Figure 1: Cross section showing the aquifers of the Christchurch Groundwater System 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Figure 2: Confined and unconfined aquifers (Variation 6, groundwater recharge zones, Proposed Natural Resources Regional Plan, Environment Canterbury). 
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Figure 3: Future water demand vs. population growth 
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Anticipated Abstraction Cap: 75 million cubic metres per year *

* Abstraction cap exceeded

Reductions: 
•  375 L/p/d from 2016
•  further reduced to 350 
   L/p/d from 2026 onwards

** 75,000,000

Actual annual abstraction, cu m Projected annual abstraction, cu m Projected annual abstraction (with reductions) Population



 


