
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

     Kevin William Low 

     107 Ngahere Park Road, PALMERSTON NORTH 

06 357 1435       027 448 5826 
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I am a person who has an interest in the proceedings that is greater than the public generally in that my 
home is less than 1.5 kms from proposed turbines and in a direct line of sight with the ranges proposed 
to be part of the windfarm.  

 
 
 

 
I respectfully request the Board of Inquiry to decline the application from Mighty River Power in its 
entirety.  
That should the entire application not be declined, that construction of turbines 088, 087, 086, 085, 
084, 083, 082, 074, 075, 076, 077, 078 whose noise envelope and landscape amenity seriously 
encroach on my living conditions and health and wellbeing be declined.      
 
 

    

Kevin Low     28th January 2009  
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Supporting information to my submission. 

My name is Kevin Low and my dwelling is at 107 Ngahere Park Road in the Turitea Valley. 

The dwelling is sited on a knoll and across a gully from Bryant Hill. The terrain slopes 

steeply downward some 10 metres from the house giving me unrestricted views of Bryant 

Hill with no option to use vegetation as a shield. 

My dwelling is seven years old and two storied, with one bedroom and living rooms 

downstairs and other bedrooms and an office upstairs. The style is modern with floor to 

ceiling windows and doors (literally) in many rooms. The house faces north-north-east, 

giving us an uninterrupted view along the Tararua Ranges and well into the Ruahine range. 

While sitting on my couch in the living room I can currently see some 67 turbines from three 

different wind farms. Each windfarm has a different model of turbine which rotates at 

differing speeds. Sometimes the current view has a frenetic look to it, particularly when later 

afternoon sun accentuates the contrast or even reflects sunlight as it rotates. I tend not to 

look at the view during these conditions. 

I work from my dwelling – from an upstairs office, also with an expansive view of both the 

Tararua and Ruahine ranges. Again, I have learned to choose my times to enjoy the natural 

serenity of the ranges. 

I am aware that there are a further 64 consented turbines to be built that will be in my 

viewpoint. 

Notwithstanding my situation, I have not been anti-windfarms. I have friends much closer 

who report health-related impacts, but, at 6 kilometres from the closest turbine, I feel luckier 

than they. 

As an affected person, I was notified when the use-change application for the Turitea 

Reserve was lodged in 2006. I spent several days educating myself on the issues and 

finally submitted in favour of the use-change. Before submitting in this way, I;  

 Studied the management plan of the reserve and as much printed documentation, 

including maps, which the Palmerston North City Council gave out on the matter. 

 Took advantage of a public site visit organised by PNCC in conjunction with Army to 

view the Reserve and the ridgeline that was proposed for turbines.  

 Questioned Council officers in detail (particularly one Mr Chris Pepper) about the 

extent and layout of the windfarm being proposed.  

The result was that I was left in no doubt that the turbines being proposed at this time would 

pose no more threat to my visual amenity than those already consented at that time.  

When the MRP application was lodged, I was horrified to find that multiple turbines were 

proposed some 1 kilometre from my dwelling, in a location that I knew from my experience 

would pose significant health risks to me, both from a removal of visual amenity – my 

enjoyment of views of the ranges, sleep disturbance from noise, and a destruction of the 



rural character of my surroundings. In addition, I felt deceived by council officers who had 

distorted facts to ensure I supported the use-change of the Turitea Reserve RMA process. 

My view of the Mighty River Power application is that is crosses all bounds of sensible 

planning in proposing such a large windfarm so close to a major provincial city.  

My major concern is the 12 (remaining) turbines in the Bryant Hill west cluster which are 

between 1.4 and 2.2 kilometres from my dwelling. From 4 rooms in my dwelling I will have a 

clear view of all turbines which will dominate the landscape. I have prepared the 

photomontage below from data MRP supplied in their application. 

 

There are 16 turbines in this view – 4 distant ones are from the Bryant Hill East cluster.  

This view is representative of window views from 5 rooms inside my dwelling. The current 

view from three rooms is shown below and the same foothill as depicted above can be 

seen. 

  



 

 

I have very great concerns that these turbines will have adverse and significant impacts on 

my life. 

 The rural character that I chose to live in will be destroyed 

 The turbines are highly intrusive and will severely impact my enjoyment of my 

environment 

 The turbines are unacceptably dominant from many parts of my property and inside 

my dwelling. 

 The turbines are so close that I am likely to be awakened by the noise during some 

weather conditions (I sleep on the east side of the house). 

 The turbines are so close that I am likely to experience flicker effects as the sun is 

rising behind the turbines.  

In addition to the turbines in close proximity to my dwelling, I also wish to object to turbines 

on the Turitea Reserve and water catchment area for the following reasons;- 

 I believe a rural reserve is not a proper place to site industrial activity 

 I have accessed the reserve around the water treatment plant as often as permitted 

– most recently some 4 months ago. I was awestruck with the fragility of the tundra 

and the beauty of the undisturbed bush. I sincerely hope the Board members get to 

see this beautiful spot. 



 The reserve, where 57 hectares of native bush will be cleared and 68,000 truckloads 

of soil will be moved, is currently home to native flora and fauna, the impact on which 

will be more than minor. 

 The reserve, where 57 hectares of native bush will be cleared and 68,000 truckloads 

of soil will be moved, is the major source of water supply for the City of Palmerston 

North. It is not credible that the proposed level of construction will have no affect on a 

vital resource for this community. 

In addition, I also wish to object to the sheer scale of covering 35 kilometres of ridgeline 

with turbines. My view as I drive around Palmerston North and return home will be filled with 

the presence of a continuous line of nearly 500 turbines visible throughout the Manawatu 

plains – home to 100,000 people. I do not wish to live in or around the level of industrial 

activity that nearly 500 turbines represent. Frankly I think I have done my bit to help meet 

sustainable energy targets and mitigate global climate change. 

I seek you to decline the application in its entirety, 

Kevin Low 
107 Ngahere Park Road 
 


