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IN THE MATTER  of the Resource Management Act 1891
AND

IN THE MATTER  of resource consent applications MWRC
104553 to 104580 inclusive and PNCC
RC0068 and TDC 1448 by MIGHTY
RIVER POWER for the Turitea wind farm
proposal.

SUBMISSION ON APPLICATION FOR RESOURCE CONSENT
UNDER SECTION 145 OF THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991

TO: Ministry for the Environment

Name: Friends of Turitea Reserve, inc.
Address: P.O Box 20010

Palmerston North, 4410
Introduction:

The FRIENDS OF TURITEA RESERVE INC (“FOTR”) is an incorporated society that aims to
educate the public of, and promote the outstanding biodiversity and natural landscape values
of the Turitea Reserve and surrounding environs (“the reserve®). It comprises a group of
effected residents, including residents of the wider Manawatu, Tararua and Horowhenua
regions, concemed. aboul various ecological and environmental issues associated with
development of the reserve, including the adverse effects of the Mighty River Power Limited
("MRP"} wind farm, on native ecosystems and natural landscape, and also upon people and
communities including their recreational amenity vaiues.

FOTR opposes the application by MRP for resource consents MWRC 104553 1o 104560
inclusive and PNCC RC0068 and TDC 1448 for the Turitea wind farm development.

The particular parts of the application which FOTR opposes are:

The applications in their entirety. FOTR are of the opinion that the Board of Inquiry wouid be
failing in its duty to the public and to future generations to grant resource consents in the
present circumstances.




3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

4.1

4.2

4.3.

4.4,

4.5,

The reasons for the FOTR submission are set cut below:

The application is contrary to the objectives and policies of the Manawatu-Wanganui policy
statement, of the operative and proposed Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Plans (Manawatu-
Wanganui Regional Land, Water Regional Plan and Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Air Plan),
of the operative Tararua District Plan and of the operative Palmersion North City (PNCC)
District Plan. |

The application is contrary to the provisions of Sections 104, and Part |l of the Resource
Management Act 1991 (*RMA”).

The applications fail to consider adequately alternative methods to prevent or reduce adverse
effects.

The application is in all respects contrary to sound resource management and town planning
practice and principles, and contrary to the provisions of the RMA.

The application fails to consider adequately: duty to take reasonable steps to contribute to
protection of source of drinking water, thereby failing to comply with section 69U(1){a) and
68U(1)(b) of the Health (Drinking Water} Amendment Act 2007.

Furthermore, and without limiting the generality of the above:
Noise

The application fails to adequately protect the recreational amenity values of individuals from
the adverse effects of noise. The effect of noise upon individuals and their recreational amenity
values within the locality will be adverse, and will be more than minor.

The application fails to demonstrate ways in which unreasonable noise will be avoided,
contrary to section 16 of the RMA, and fails to comply with the general duty to avoid, remedy or
mitigate potential adverse effects including noise under section 17 of the RMA. In this context,
noise includes vibration.

Landscape and visual effects, and effects upon amenity values

The application will result in significant adverse landscape and visual effects, which cannot be
avoided, remedied or mitigated. :

The application is contrary to section 7(c) in terms of the adverse effects upon the
maintenance and enhancement of amenity values. It will have significant adverse landscape
effects, and significant adverse visual amenity effects on local residents and the wider

community.

The application is contrary to section 7(d), in terms of its adverse effect upon the intrinsic
values of defined ecosystems.
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The application is confrary to section 7(f), in terms of its adverse effect upon the mainienance
and enhancement of the environment.

Construction

The construction will produce unacceptable adverse effects in terms of dust, which are not
adequately mitigated by the current proposal. '

Cumulative effects

The wind farm will result in unacceptable cumulative effects on landscape in terms of noise,
visual impact and dominance, and is contrary to the Motorimu Environment Court decision,
which called for a comprehensive cumulative effects assessment prior to any further wind farm
development.

The wind farm will result in unacceptable cumuiative effects on community amenity values, in
terms of visual impact and dominance.

National benefit

The proposed development fails to offer national or local benefits that would offset the
significant adverse effects of the proposed development, in particular the benefits to be derived
from the use and development of renewable energy, and the mitigation of the effects of climate

change.

The application is premature. I should be withdrawn, pending national policy that will be
confirmed in the context of the draft National Policy Statement on renewable energy, and by
the overarching importance of a comprehensive cumulative effects assessment of further wind
farm development in the Tararuas called for by the Environment Court.

The application is inappropriate at this time, in light of the current international financial crisis,

“and the slowdown in economic activity that has been forecast.

Local benefit

The ecological park which has been promoted in association with this development is not part
of the resource consent application, and cannot be considered as a local benefit which might
somehow mitigate the adverse effects of the proposal. Creation of the park relies on third party
contractual arrangements which are not enforceable against the applicant, are uncertain, and
should not be considered as any form of mitigation associated with this proposal.

In the alternative, if the Board decides that the ecological park is a form of mitigation
associated with the proposal, FOTR argues that the adverse effects of turbines within the park
offset any local benefit, as they will cause effects that are more than minor, are conirary to
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~ provisions of the Reserves Act, and are contrary to Part Il of the RMA, including sections 7(b),

{c}, (d), and (f), and the overarching purpose of section 5.

Social impacts on the community

The application is contrary to the duty-of-care the councils involved have to maintain a healthy
community and preserve social well-being. The impact on community amenity is not mitigated
in this application. The loss of recreation values, loss of green space, reduction of enjoyment of
the environment and individual properties, and the sense of loss efc. that comes with a lack of
connection with nature and perception of the Manawatu being derided as a "wind-mill city" are
likely significant impacts on the community of 100,000 people.

The application will produce adverse and distortional effects upon the future growih of
residential and lifestyle development. Avenues for future residential growth in Palmerston
North are severely limited. A number of major subdivisions have occurred in the Turitea area,
and a large number of further subdivisions are planned, to accord with Palmerston North City
Council's stated desire to favour future residential development in the elevated poorer quality
soils outside of flood plains. The adverse effects of the proposal, including landscape effects,
amenity effects, and the proposed noise contour will prevent or impede this further
development.

The application will produce adverse and distortional effects upon the future growth of
residential and lifestyle development. A number of major subdivisions have occurred in the
Turitea area, and a large number of further subdivisions are planned, to accord with
Palmerston North City Council's stated desire to favour future residential development in the
elevated poorer quality soils outside of highly fertile flood plains. The adverse effects of the
proposal, including landscape effects, amenity effects, and the proposed noise contour will
prevent or impede this further development.

Ecological effects

The proposed development fails 1o adequately avoid areas that are ecologically sensitive.
Mitigation strategies for loss of natural forest during the anticipated life of the wind farm, fail to
reproduce ecosystems that currently exist.

The proposed development fails to address ecological succession processes on different
topography and aititude, and thus, losses of ridgeline vegetation are underestimated.

The proposed development fails to adequately assess the risk of bird strike, including but not
restricted to, the New Zealand native Falcon, karearea, Falco novaeseslandiae, in an area of
rich biodiversity with seasonal food soutces.

The proposed development fails to adequately address the risk posed by introducing weeds
into a largely weed-free environment.
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The proposed development fails to adequately assess the highly erosive nature of the site and
extreme levels of sedimentation during earthworks exacerbated by intense rain events.

The application fails to take account of the decommissioning of turbines at the end of the
anticipated life of the wind farm and fails to address the remedial effects of the restoration of
natural ecosystems.

The ecopark which has been discussed in the context of this application will produce significant
adverse ecological effects for which the applicant will either have no responsibility, or devolved
responsibility to a third party, Palmerston North City Council. To the extent that the ecopark is
linked to the proposal for this wind farm, there is no adequate management plan in respect of
the ecopark.

Relief Sought

FOTR seeks a decision by the Board of Inquiry fo decline the resource consents in their
entirety.

FOTR wishes to present a joint case with Tararua-Aokautere Guardians, Inc.

FOTR would be willing to present a joint case with other submitters with similar interests.

DATED at Palmerston North this 22™ day of February 2009.
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Your name

Chairman, Friends of Turitea Reserve Incorporated, PO Box 20010, Palmerston North, 4410

Address for service

20 Amuri Lane,

RD4,

Palmerston North, 4474

Telephone: 06 355 2715
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