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General Location Plan  
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Map attached to Ministerial 
Call-in Notice  
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Appendix 7: Summary of Rules 
 

Consent Relevant Rules Plan Activity Status 

Manawatu-Wanganui (Horizons) Regional Council  

LM Rule 3 Land and Water 
Regional Plan 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

One Plan: Rule 
12-4 

Proposed 
Horizons One 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

One Plan: Rule 
12-5 

Proposed 
Horizons One 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Land Use: 104553 

For vegetation clearance 
and land disturbance in rare 
or threatened habitats, near 
streams and on highly 
erodible land throughout the 
general the general wind 
farm site 

One Plan: Rule 
12-7 

Proposed 
Horizons One 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Land Use: 104554 

For the construction of a 
double culvert in an un-
named tributary of the 
Kahuterawa Stream 

One Plan: Rule 
16-20 

Proposed 
Horizons One 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Discharge Permit: 104555 

For the discharge of dust to 
air from the concrete 
batching plants  

RAP Rule 17 Manawatu-
Wanganui 
Regional Air Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Discharge Permit: 104556 

For the discharge of dust to 
air from the mobile crushing 
plant throughout the general 
wind farm site 

One Plan: Rule 
14-13 

Proposed 
Horizons One 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Discharge Permit: 104557 

For the discharge of 
wastewater from two 
operations and maintenance 
facilities to land 

One Plan: Rule 
13-12 

Proposed 
Horizons One 
Plan 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Discharge Permit: 104558 

For the discharge of 
stormwater from substations 
to land  

DL Rule 15 Land and Water 
Regional Plan 

Controlled Activity  

Discharge Permit: 104559 

For the discharge of cleanfill 
to land in the form of spoil 
disposal site  

One Plan: Rule 
13-19 

Proposed 
Horizons One 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Discharge Permit: 104560 

For the discharge of 
stormwater from roads and 
turbine platforms 

One Plan: Rule 
13-27 

Proposed 
Horizons One 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Palmerston North City Council 
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Consent Relevant Rules Plan Activity Status 

Land Use: RC0068 

To establish and operate a 
wind farm  

Rule 9.9.2 Palmerston North 
District Plan 

Discretionary Activity 
(Unrestricted) 

Rule 6.3.7.1 Proposed Plan 
Change 42 
(Earthworks) to 
the Palmerston 
North District Plan 

Discretionary Activity 
(Restricted) 

Land Use: RC0068 

To undertake earthworks 
associated with tracking and 
roading, turbine construction 
and associated buildings 

Rule 9.9.3 Palmerston North 
District Plan 

Discretionary Activity 
(Unrestricted) 

Land Use: RC0068 

For the western side of the 
Pahiatua Aokautere Road 
not meeting access 
requirements 

Rule 20.3.10.1 Palmerston North 
District Plan 

Discretionary Activity 
(Restricted) 

Land Use: RC0068 

For the storage of diesel 
(10,000 L) in bunded areas 
outside the Turitea water 
supply catchment, generally 
located at the two substation 
laydown areas.. that 
exceeds the 0.2 effects 
ration maximum in the rural 
zone 

Rule 14.10.1 Palmerston North 
District Plan 

Discretionary Activity 
(Unrestricted) 

Land Use: RC0068 

The construction of a 220 kV 
electricity transmission line 
and substations 

Rule 23.10.1 Palmerston North 
District Plan 

Discretionary Activity 
(Unrestricted) 

Tararua District Council 

Land Use: 1448 

For a wind farm 

Rule 4.1.5.1 Tararua District 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Land Use: 1448 

For land disturbance of more 
than 200m³ of soil and 
cleanfill material associated 
with tracking and roading, 
turbine construction, spoil 
disposal and other 
associated works in the 
areas within the Tararua 
District  

Rule 5.1.5.3 Tararua District 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Land Use: 1448 

For upgrades to South 
Range Road and the 
construction of new site 
access 

Rule 5.3.1.4 Tararua District 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 
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Consent Relevant Rules Plan Activity Status 

Land Use: 1448 

For turbine and wind 
monitoring mast structures 
not meeting height 
requirements 

Rule 5.4.4.3 Tararua District 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Land Use: 1448 

For the modification of a 
Significant Natural Feature in 
Schedule 3.3 

Rule 5.5.3.3 Tararua District 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Land Use: 1448 

For not meeting the noise 
requirements 

Rule 5.4.1.3 Tararua District 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 

Land Use: 1448 

For clearance of indigenous 
vegetation in the areas 
within the Tararua District 

Rule 5.5.4 Tararua District 
Plan 

Discretionary Activity 
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Tararua District Plan Rules  
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Appendix 8: Tararua District Plan Rules 
 

The land on which the Turitea Wind Farm Site is proposed is partially located within the 

Rural Management Area in the Operative Tararua District Plan. The Rural Management 

Areas are characterised: 

 “by a predominance of rural land uses including farming, forestry and 

natural open space, in addition to a variety of residential, community, 

commercial and industrial activities which either serve and support the 

rural function of the area, or cannot be located in an urban area 

because of the nature of the activity. The level of amenity and 

environmental quality expected by the community in these areas 

reflects the predominantly rural character of such areas.”  

Other features identified on District Planning maps relevant to the site are: R72 –the South 

Range Reserve (Description Sec 19 Blk XIX Mangahao) and S301 - the Tararua State 

Forest Park. 

The Proposed Tararua District Plan was notified in April 2008 and submissions have now 

closed. The rules that apply and the consents required for the activity are the same under 

both the operative and the proposed Tararua District Plan. The Turitea Wind Farm requires 

land use consents under seven rules from each plan. 

Land use consent for a Wind Farm and associated structures in the Rural Management 

Area as a discretionary activity is required under Rule 4.1.5.1 given they are “not listed in 

this Plan as a permitted or controlled activity.”  

Land use consent for land disturbance as a discretionary activity,is required under Rule 

5.1.5.3. That rule provides that “Where proposed activities do not meet the standards 

specified in Section 5.1.5.2, the activity shall be deemed to be a discretionary activity, 

requiring resource consent.” Standard 5.1.5.2 states “(b) Additional standards in the Rural 

management Area: (i) For activities other than the development of farm tracks, forestry 

tracks or forestry landings, up to 200m3 of mineral, cleanfill material, or soil may be 

excavated or placed on land held in the same certificate of title in any one calendar year.” 

Land disturbance activities at the site will involve the excavation and placement of more 

than 200m3 soil and cleanfill material in any one calendar year. 

Land use consent for upgrades to existing roads and construction of new roads as a 

discretionary activity is required under Rule 5.3.1.4. That rule provides that “(e) 

Discretionary Activities – All Roads (i) Any activity which is not a permitted or controlled 

activity shall be a discretionary activity.” Pahiatua-Aokautere Road (Pahiatua Track) is 
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identified in the plan as a Secondary (District) Arterial.  The construction of a new access to 

the site and upgrades to South Range Road are not specifically provided for in the Tararua 

District Plan as a permitted or controlled activity. 

Land use consent for the height of turbines and monitoring masts as a discretionary activity 

is required under Rule 5.4.4.3. That rule provides that “Where an activity cannot meet the 

standards specified above, the activity shall be deemed to be a discretionary activity, 

requiring a resource consent.” The standards referred to are in Rule 5.4.4.2, and that states 

“(a) In Residential, Settlement and Rural Management Areas, the maximum height of any 

building or structure shall be 10 metres”. The wind turbines and monitoring masts of the 

proposed Turitea Wind Farm will exceed 10m. It is noted that power poles are exempt from 

the height limits. 

Land use consent for activities within the Tararua State Forest Park and the Ridgeline of the 

Tararua Ranges as a discretionary activity, is required under Rule 5.5.3.3. That rule 

provides that “(b) Discretionary activities (refer to 5.5.3.6 below for criteria for assessment) 

(ii) Modification or damage to, or destruction of, or within, any Category B item.” The 

Tararua State Forest Park and the Ridgeline of the Tararua Ranges are listed in Table 3.3 

as Category B items. Proposed works within the Tararua State Forest Park include the 

upgrading of South Range Road, placement of cables within the road and access for 

construction and maintenance.  

Land use consent for the operation of the wind farm is required for not meeting noise 

requirements, and this is a discretionary activity. This is required under Rule 5.4.1.3 which 

provides that “Where an activity cannot meet the standards specific above, the activity shall 

be deemed to be a discretionary activity, requiring a resource consent.” The noise 

requirements of Standard 5.4.1.2 are not specific to wind farms, and as noted in the 

evidence of Mr Hegley, noise predictions indicate that the wind farm will be unable to meet 

the general requirements of this District Plan standard.  

Land use consent for clearance of indigenous vegetation as a discretionary activity is 

required under Rule 5.5.4. That rule provides that “Interim rules applying to areas of 

indigenous vegetation not identified in Appendices 2, 3 or 14 of the Plan. (a) Permitted 

activities Any activity which involves the clearance, modification, damage or destruction of 

indigenous vegetation (i) which complies with any one of criterion (a), (b), (c ), or (d) below; 

or (ii) which complies with criterion (e) and does not also comply with any one of criterion (f) 

to (i) below; or (iii) which does not comply with any one of the criterion in (f) - (i) below: 

Those of relevance to the proposal are: (f) The indigenous vegetation contains species 

which are at least 30 centimetres diameter at breast height and, regardless of the 

configuration of certificate of title, is over 1.0 hectare in area with five indigenous trees per 
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hectare of 6.0 metres or taller. (b) Discretionary Activities: Any activity which involves the 

clearance, modification, damage or destruction of indigenous vegetation which is not a 

permitted activity under 5.5.4 (a). The clearance of indigenous vegetation within the Tararua 

District portion of the site will be limited, but depending on the area of clearance, it may 

trigger this rule. 
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1.1 The Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Policy Statement (operative, 18 August 1998) 
Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective 1 To take into account the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi (Treaty of Waitangi). 

Policy 1.1  To actively protect the resource management interests of nga hapu and nga 
iwi of the Manawatu-Wanganui Region in their lands and resources. 

Policy 1.2 To recognise the tino rangatiratanga of nga hapu and nga iwi of the 
Manawatu-Wanganui Region, as affected by the Council's exercise of 
Kawanatanga, in the development of their own resources. 

Objective 2  To provide for participation by nga hapu and nga iwi of the Manawatu-
Wanganui Region in resource management planning and decision making. 

Policy 2.1 To recognise nga hapu and nga iwi of the Manawatu-Wanganui Region as 
Treaty (Te Tiriti o Waitangi - Treaty of Waitangi) partners in resource 
management and to provide for their participation in Regional Plans and 
resource consent decisions. 

Policy 2.2 To have regard to iwi and hapu management plans recognised by iwi 
authorities. 

Objective 5 To achieve sustainable land use. 

Policy 5.1  All land in the Region shall be managed sustainably. In particular the adverse 
effects of land use activities resulting in a significant: 
a. loss of soil from subsidence, landslip or erosion;  
b. loss or soil structure, or…  
d. degradation of water quality shall be avoided, remedied or mitigated 

Policy 5.2 To promote sustainable land use practices, including those which: 
a. are compatible with the inherent productive capabilities of that land; and 
b. do not result in any on or off-site adverse environmental effects in areas 
vulnerable to erosion, subsidence or landslip; and 
c. retain existing vegetation where steep slopes or erosion prone soils 
indicate a risk of accelerated erosion; and 
d. protect water quality. This may include the adoption of riparian 
management practices; and 
e. do not result in any on and off-site adverse environmental effects from the 
discharge of contaminants to land; and 
f. protect soil structure. 

Objective 7 To control, and reduce the adverse effects of plant and animal pests on land 
and other resources. 

Policy 7.1 To reduce the adverse effects of plant and animal pests and other unwanted 
organisms on the Region's land and other resources by: 
a. restricting the spread of existing and potential pests; and 
b. controlling pest populations; 
taking into account the benefits of retaining plants, which in other 
circumstances would be pests, for purposes including soil conservation, 
water quality protection through riparian management or as nursery species 
for regenerating indigenous vegetation. 

Objective 8 
 

To protect natural features and landscapes which are outstanding and 
regionally significant from inappropriate subdivision, use and development. 
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Reference Objective or Policy 

Policy 8.1 To consider the following matters when identifying which natural features and 
landscapes are outstanding and regionally significant: 
a. with respect to major geographical and geological features or landscapes, 
the degree to which it contributes to the Region's character in terms of: 
i. visual prominence; and 
ii. scenic characteristics, including views, vistas and backdrops; and 
b. the feature or landscape's ecological significance in terms of: 
i. its importance as a habitat for rare or unique species; and/or 
ii. its importance as an area of indigenous flora; and 
c. the cultural or spiritual significance of the site or area to tangata whenua; 
and 
d. special or important amenity and intrinsic values, including scientific, 
cultural and recreational values, of the area to the Region; and 
e. the degree to which the feature or landscape has recognised national or 
regional protection. 

Policy 8.3 
 

To protect, from inappropriate subdivision, use and  development, the 
specified values associated with the following features which are both 
outstanding and regionally significant: 
p. The skyline of the Tararua Ranges, specifically: 
i. its scenic qualities provided by its prominence throughout much of the 
Region and its backdrop vista in contrast to the Region's plains. 

Objective 9 To protect areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats 
of indigenous fauna. 

Policy 9.1 To identify and promote the protection of areas of significant indigenous 
vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna, including aquatic 
habitats. In identifying such areas and habitats to have particular regard to 
the extent to which: 
a. Terrestrial sites or areas are characterised by, or display a high degree of: 
i. representativeness, or 
ii. diversity and pattern, or 
iii. naturalness and intactness, or 
iv. rarity and distinctiveness, or 
v. size and shape, or 
vi. buffering and connection with other natural sites and areas;  
and have a long term viability; or 
b. Terrestrial or aquatic sites provide an important breeding, feeding, roosting 
or loafing areas for indigenous fauna on a regular or annual basis; or 
c. Terrestrial or aquatic sites or areas make important contributions to the 
habitat requirements of rare, vulnerable or endangered indigenous fauna and 
flora, or to indigenous fauna on a regular or annual basis; or 
d. Terrestrial or aquatic sites are of important cultural or spiritual significance 
to tangata whenua; or 
e. Terrestrial or aquatic sites make a significant contribution to ecological, 
scientific, intrinsic, or conservation values. 

Objective 11 To maintain or enhance surface water quality. 
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Reference Objective or Policy 

Policy 11.2 To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of point source discharges, 
in particular, adverse effects caused by: 
b. suspended sediment discharges (to improve water clarity and aquatic 
habitat); 
g. toxic contaminants (to protect aquatic life). 

Policy 11.4 To ensure that adverse effects from hazardous substances discharged to 
water are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

Policy 11.7 To maintain or enhance water quality in lakes of the Region. 

Policy 11.8 To support and promote riparian management practices that will help control 
non-point source discharges of contaminants to rivers and streams. 

Policy 11.9 To require major dischargers of contaminants to water to contribute to 
monitoring surface water quality. 

Objective 11A To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of land use on water quality 
in lakes, rivers and streams. 

Policy 11A.1 To protect and enhance the existing vegetation along riparian margins of 
rivers, lakes, wetlands and the coast, except where this will increase risk from 
flooding or where action is needed to control plant pests. 

Objective 15 To preserve the natural character of lakes, rivers and wetlands and their 
margins and protect their ecological, cultural, intrinsic and amenity values 
from inappropriate subdivision, use and development. 

Policy 15.2 To provide for the protection of the ecological, cultural, intrinsic and amenity 
values and attributes of lakes, rivers and wetlands and their margins from 
inappropriate subdivision, use and development. In determining inappropriate 
subdivision use and development matters to be considered shall include: 
a. actual or potential effects on: 
i. natural character; and 
ii. areas of significant indigenous vegetation or habitat of 
indigenous fauna; and 
iii. amenity or intrinsic values; and 
iv. cultural values; and 
v. the life supporting capacity of ecosystems; and… 
vii. frequency and magnitude of occurrence of natural hazards such as 
flooding and erosion; and, where the activity may result in adverse effects, 
the degree to which it is required to: 
b. mitigate the effects of natural hazards; or 
c. provide for the development or maintenance of utilities and services to the 
public; or 
d. provide for the social and economic well-being of communities; 
provided that, in all cases, adverse effects of any activity on these features 
and attributes can be avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

Objective 16 To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of structures or activities in 
the beds of lakes and rivers. 

Policy 16.1 To ensure, so far as is practicable, the adverse effects of any structures, 
once in place, in the beds of lakes and rivers on: 
a. habitats of indigenous fauna; or 
b. Maori cultural and spiritual values; or 
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Reference Objective or Policy 
c. amenity values; or 
d. intrinsic values of ecosystems; or 
are avoided, remedied or mitigated and that the life supporting capacity of the 
river or stream is safeguarded. 

Objective 19A To reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the Region. 

Policy 19A.1 To promote measures which achieve a reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions in the Region. 

Objective 27 To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of the storage, use, 
transport and disposal of hazardous substances on human health and the 
environment. 

Policy 27.1 To discourage the use, storage, and disposal of hazardous substances in 
locations where there is a significant risk that contamination will result in 
adverse effects on the environment, in particular: 
a. surface or groundwater (directly or indirectly); or 
c. significant areas of indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna; or 
d. areas of cultural, spiritual or historic significance to Maori. 

Objective 28 To promote the sustainable management of energy resources. 

Policy 28.1 To promote the sustainable supply and use of energy resources to meet the 
needs of the regional community. 

Policy 28.2 To promote the increased use and development of renewable energy sources 
where practicable. 

Objective 29 To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of energy generation in the 
Region. 

Policy 29.1 To ensure that proposals for developments of energy generation undertake 
full Environment Impact Assessments in accordance with the requirements of 
Section 88(6)(a) and the Fourth Schedule of the Act prior to consideration by 
the relevant authorities. 

Objective 30 To have land transport systems and public utility networks which meet the 
needs of the Region, while avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse 
environmental effects. 

Policy 30.2 To minimise the adverse effects of land use and development on the safe 
and efficient operation of the existing transport system. 

Policy 30.3 To provide for the maintenance and future development of essential public 
services such as public utility networks: 
a. in the coastal marine area; 
b. in the beds of rivers and lakes; and 
c. across administrative jurisdictions, where potential adverse effects can be 
avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

Objective 35 To promote hapu and iwi consultation and input when considering resource 
consent applications. 

Policy 35.1 The Regional Council will promote hapu and iwi consultation and input to 
resource consent applications. Measures will include: 
a. applicants will be encouraged to consult with relevant hapu and iwi prior to 
the lodging of resource consent applications; and… 
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1.2 The Proposed Horizons One Plan (notified, 31 May 2007) 
Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective 3-1 Resource use activities associated with the provision, maintenance and 
upgrading of infrastructure, and/or with the use of renewable energy, will be 
recognised and enabled. 

Objective 3-2 Horizons and Territorial Authorities will work together in a regionally 
consistent way to: 
(ii) manage adverse effects from the use, storage, disposal and transportation 
of hazardous substances 

Policy 3-1 (a) All persons exercising functions and powers under the RMA shall 
recognise the following infrastructure within the Region as being physical 
resources of regional and national importance: 
(i) facilities for the generation of electricity where the electricity generated is 
supplied to the electricity grid and facilities and infrastructure to transmit the 
electricity generated into the electricity grid 
(ii) the electricity grid, as defined by the Electricity Governance Rules 2003 
(iii) the strategic road and rail network as defined in the Regional Land 
Transport Strategy 
(vi) telecommunications and radio-communications facilities 
(vii) community wastewater and water treatment plants managed by 
Territorial Authorities. 
(b) In making decisions about the establishment, maintenance, alteration, 
upgrading, and expansion of infrastructure within the Region, including the 
infrastructure of regional and national importance listed in subsection (a), the 
benefits derived from the infrastructure at a local, regional and national level 
shall be taken into account. 
(c) Existing and future infrastructure shall be managed in a manner which 
achieves as much consistency across local authority boundaries as is 
reasonably possible. 

Policy 3-2 Adverse effects from other activities on infrastructure shall be avoided by 
using the following mechanisms: 
(a) ensuring that current infrastructure corridors are taken into account in all 
resource management decision-making, and any development that will 
adversely affect the efficiency or effectiveness of infrastructure within these 
corridors is avoided 
(b) ensuring that any new activities that will adversely affect the efficiency or 
effectiveness of infrastructure are not located near existing infrastructure, and 
that there is no change to existing activities that increases their incompatibility 
with existing infrastructure 
(c) notifying the owners or managers of infrastructure of consent applications 
that may adversely affect the infrastructure that they own or manage 
(d) giving effect to the New Zealand Code of Practice for Electrical Safe 
Distances (NZECP 34:2001), prepared under the Electricity Act 1992, when 
establishing rules and considering applications for buildings, structures, and 
other activities near overhead electric lines and conductors 
(e) ensuring that any planting does not interfere with existing infrastructure, 
including giving effect to the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 
2003 promulgated under the Electricity Act 1992 
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Reference Objective or Policy 

Policy 3-3 When making decisions on consent applications regarding infrastructure, the 
adverse effects of infrastructure on the environment shall be managed in the 
following manner: 
(a) Effects to be avoided – The following adverse effects of infrastructure 
shall be avoided to the same extent required of other types of activities: 
(i) effects on waahi tapu, waahi tupuna and other sites of significance to 
Māori 
(ii) effects on specified waterways valued for natural state and sites of 
significance (aquatic) 
(iii) effects on rare and threatened habitats as defined in Chapter 7 
(iv) effects on the outstanding natural features and landscapes identified in 
Chapter 7 
unless functional constraints make this impossible, in which case adverse 
effects should be mitigated. Mitigation may include the use of financial 
contributions in accordance with the policies in Chapter 18. 
(b) Other effects – All other adverse effects of infrastructure* will be 
managed in a manner that tolerates minor adverse local effects and takes 
into account: 
(i) the benefits of infrastructure, particularly the benefits of regionally or 
nationally important infrastructure 
(ii) the integration of the infrastructure with land use 
(iii) the benefits to be derived from the use and development of renewable 
energy. 
A financial contribution may be sought in order to provide the option of 
offsetting or compensating for adverse effects, rather than requiring adverse 
effects to be avoided, remedied or mitigated, in accordance with the policies 
for financial contributions in Chapter 18 of this Plan. 

Policy 3-4 The development of renewable energy generation and use of renewable 
energy resources shall be preferred to the development and use of non-
renewable energy resources in policy development and resource consent 
decision making. 

Objective 4-1 (a) The mauri of natural and physical resources will be protected in order to 
provide for the social, economic and cultural wellbeing of hapū and iwi. 
(b) Kaitiakitanga and the relationship of hapū and iwi with their ancestral 
taonga will be recognised through resource management processes. 

Policy 4-1 Kaitiakitanga and the relationship between hapū, iwi and ancestral taonga will 
be enabled and fostered through increased involvement in resource 
management including: 
(g) involvement in consent decision-making processes. 

Policy 4-2 (b) Sites not identified (for confidentiality and sensitivity reasons) by hapū and 
iwi under (a), above, shall be protected from potential damage or disturbance 
by: 
(i) encouraging resource consent applicants, resource users or contractors to 
undertake early and meaningful consultation with hapū and iwi to develop 
damage minimisation protocols where it is likely that such sites might exist 
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Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective 5-1 Land is used in a manner that ensures: 
(b) sediment loads entering waterways as a result of accelerated erosion are 
reduced to the extent required to be consistent with the water management 
objectives and policies set out in Chapter 6 of this Plan and the targets 
established in Schedule D for those water management zones with elevated 
sediment levels 
(c) accelerated erosion caused by vegetation clearance and land disturbance 
is minimised 
(d) the damage to roads and other infrastructure caused by landslides and 
sediment run-off from hill country is minimised 

Policy 5-3 (a) Vegetation clearance and land disturbance, including excavation, filling, 
tracking and soil cultivation, shall generally not be allowed on Highly Erodible 
Land unless: 
(i) the activity will result in an environmental benefit, including improved land 
stability, enhanced water quality, or the establishment of indigenous plant 
species, or 
(ii) the activity is undertaken in accordance with a whole farm business plan, 
or 
(iii) the activity is for the purpose of establishing or maintaining a fenceline or 
other infrastructure and there is no reasonable alternative location, or 
(iv) the activity is for the purpose of harvesting trees that were planted for 
commercial purposes prior to this plan becoming operative and the area will 
be replanted in production forestry species, or left to revert to indigenous 
vegetation cover, or 
(v) the activity is for the purpose of establishing a commercial forestry  
operation that will operate in accordance with accepted industry standards, or 
(vi) other exceptional circumstances apply. 
(b) Any vegetation clearance or land disturbance that is allowed on Highly 
Erodible Land shall not significantly increase the risk of erosion or land 
instability. 

Policy 5-4 Land disturbance on land that is not Highly Erodible Land shall be regulated 
in order to avoid any significant increases in the risk of erosion, land 
instability, or sediment discharges to waterways. 

Objective 6-1 Surface waterbodies are managed in a manner which sustains their life-
supporting capacity and recognises and provides for the values set out in 
Schedule D. 

Objective 6-2 (a) Surface water quality is managed to ensure that: 
(i) water quality is maintained in those rivers where the existing water quality 
is sufficient to support the values of the river 
(ii) water quality is enhanced in those rivers where the existing water quality 
is not sufficient to support the values of the river 
(iii) accelerated eutrophication or sedimentation of lakes in the Region is 
prevented or minimised 
(iv) the special values of rivers protected by water conservation orders and 
local water conservation notices are maintained. 

Objective 6-4 All significant values of river and lake beds are recognised and provided for, 
including enabling future use and development of river and lake beds, 
provided other values of the river or lake are not compromised. 

Objective 7-1 The existing level of indigenous biological diversity is maintained into the 
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Reference Objective or Policy 
future by ensuring that: 
(a) rare and threatened habitats, as defined in Schedule E, are protected 
from activities that may cause any loss or modification to the 
representativeness, distinctiveness or ecological context of these areas 
(b) at-risk habitats, as defined in Schedule E, are maintained by ensuring that 
activities do not cause any significant adverse effects on their 
representativeness, distinctiveness or ecological context 
(c) the best representative examples of rare and threatened habitats and at 
risk habitats are proactively managed in order to improve their function. 

Objective 7-2 (a) The characteristics and values of the outstanding landscapes identified in 
Schedule F are protected as far as practicable. 
(b) Adverse effects, including cumulative adverse effects, on the natural 
character of the coastal environment, wetlands, and rivers, lakes and their 
margins are: 
(i) avoided in areas with a high degree of naturalness 
(ii) avoided, remedied or mitigated in other areas 

Objective 7-3 Historic heritage is protected from activities that would significantly reduce 
heritage values. 

Policy 7-2 Rare and threatened habitats are identified in accordance with 
Schedule E. 
(b) Rare and threatened habitats shall be protected by generally not allowing 
any of the following activities unless the provisions of subsection (c) or (d) 
apply: 
(i) vegetation clearance or land disturbance within these areas 
(ii) discharges of contaminants to land or water, or drainage or diversion of 
water, within or near these areas. 
(c) The activities described in subsection (b) will be allowed where they are 
for the purpose of pest control or habitat enhancement. 
(d) The activities described in subsection (b) may be allowed for other 
purposes where there are no more than minor adverse effects on the 
representativeness, rarity and distinctiveness or ecological context of the rare 
and threatened habitat, as assessed in accordance with Schedule E. 

Policy 7-7 The landscapes listed in Schedule F shall be recognised as outstanding. All 
subdivision, use and development affecting these areas shall be managed in 
a manner which: 
(a) avoids or minimises to the extent reasonable any adverse effects on the 
characteristics and values specified in Schedule F for each landscape  
(b) takes into account and avoids any cumulative adverse effects 
(c) takes into account the policies in Chapter 3 when assessing activities 
involving renewable energy and infrastructure of regional importance. 

Policy 7-8 The natural character of the coastal environment, wetlands, rivers, lakes and 
their margins shall be preserved and protected from inappropriate 
subdivision, use and development, by encouraging the natural character of 
these areas to be restored where appropriate and by making decisions on 
resource consent applications that take into account whether the activity: 
(d) is compatible with the existing level of modification to the environment 
(e) is necessarily located in or near the wetland, river or lake and whether any 
alternatives exist 
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Reference Objective or Policy 
(f) is of an appropriate form, scale and design to blend with the existing 
landforms, geological features and vegetation 
(g) does not significantly disrupt natural processes or existing ecosystems 

Policy 7-10 Historic heritage is recognised as a matter of national importance and all 
resource use activities controlled by the Regional Council shall be managed 
in a manner which protects historic and archaeological values and avoids, 
remedies or mitigates any adverse effects, including cumulative adverse 
effects, on historic heritage. 

Objective 8-1 A standard of ambient air quality is maintained which is not detrimental to 
amenity values, human health, property or the life-supporting capacity of air 
and meets the national ambient air quality standards. 

Policy 8-1 The National Environmental Standards set out in Table 8.1 shall be adopted 
as ambient air quality standards for the Manawatu-Wanganui Region and 
ambient air quality shall be: 
(a) maintained or enhanced in those areas which meet the standards 
(b) enhanced in those airsheds which do not meet the standards 
in accordance with the air quality categories and designated responses in 
Table 8.2. 

 

1.3 The Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Land and Water Regional Plan (operative, 30 
September 2003) 

Reference Objective or Policy 

DL Objective 3 To reduce sediment, microbial contamination and nutrient runoff to lakes and 
rivers. 

DL Policy 1 To manage discharges of contaminants to land by adopting regional rules 
that: 
a. permit all activities that have minor effects on the environment provided 
specified conditions are met; 
b. regulate those activities that have the potential to cause any adverse effect 
on the receiving environment that is more than minor, and where conditions 
to manage the activity need to be site-specific; 
c. prohibit any activities that have an adverse effect on the environment 
and/or human health that cannot be adequately avoided, remedied or  
mitigated; and 
d. contain measurable and enforceable conditions, standards and terms so 
that the community can undertake their activities with certainty. 

 

1.4 The Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Plan for the Beds of Rivers and Lakes (operative, 
14 March 2001) 

Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective 2 To recognise and provide for the relationship of Maori, their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites, waahi tapu, and other 
taonga in the beds of rivers and lakes. 
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Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective 3 To enable the use and development of resources in, on, or under the beds of 
rivers and lakes, while ensuring: 

 any adverse effects on natural character, ecological, intrinsic, amenity or 
cultural values are avoided, remedied or mitigated; and 

 the existing life supporting capacity is maintained or enhanced. 
Policy 1 To provide certainty for resource users by establishing a clear regulatory 

framework for managing activities in the beds of rivers and lakes, by adopting 
regional rules that: 
a. permit all activities that have minor adverse effects on the environment 
provided specified performance conditions are met; and 
b. regulate those activities that have the potential to cause an adverse effect 
on the environment that is more than minor; and 
c. prohibit any activities that have an adverse effect on the environment that 
can not be adequately avoided, remedied or mitigated; … 

Policy 6 To recognise and provide for the relationship of tangata whenua, their culture 
and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites of waahi tapu and other 
taonga in the beds of rivers and lakes by, amongst other measures, 
a. acknowledging the responsibilities of Maori owners for the management of 
land owned by individual Maori, hapu or iwi within the beds of rivers or lakes; 
b. provide for the participation of tangata whenua in the resource consent 
process for activities in the beds of rivers and lakes; 
c. the Regional Council in implementing its objectives, policies and rules will 
have particular regard to the principle of kaitiakitanga; and 
d. providing, where appropriate, for tangata whenua monitoring programmes 
of the resources in the beds of rivers and lakes. 

Policy 8 To encourage applicants to consult with affected parties to discuss and where 
possible agree on how adverse effects can be avoided, remedied or mitigated 
prior to the lodging of resource consent applications. 

 

1.5 The Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Air Plan (operative, 30 January 1999) 
Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective To maintain or enhance air quality in the Region, and have ambient air quality 
that does not adversely affect human health and well being, animal and plant 
health, amenity values and cultural values. 

Policy 1 To manage discharges of contaminants to air by adopting regional rules that: 
a. permit all activities that have minor effects on the environment, including, 
as appropriate, those restricted by Section 15 of the Act, provided specified 
conditions are met; 
b. regulate those activities that have the potential to cause any more than 
minor effect on the environment, including, if appropriate, those activities not 
restricted by Section 15 of the Act; 

Policy 2 To have particular regard to the following matters when considering resource 
consent applications: 
a. the effects of the discharge on: 
i. human health, safety and well-being; 
ii. health and functioning of ecosystems, plants and animals, including 
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indigenous ecosystems; 
iii. other components of the receiving environment, including surface waters 
and land; 
iv. structures; 
v. ambient air quality; 
vi. visibility; and 
b. the effects of the proposed discharge on any sensitive receiving 
environments (refer to Glossary), in particular discharges which have adverse 
effects on visibility or which cause the soiling of property; and 
c. the nature of the discharge with respect to tangata whenua concerns and 
the effect of the discharge on waahi tapu, marae and other places or features 
of significance to tangata whenua, particularly adverse effects from the 
intrusion of odour and visual contaminants; and 
d. the outcome of consultation between the applicant and affected parties; 
and 
e. the results of any emission testing, ambient air monitoring or atmospheric 
modelling undertaken; and 
f. meteorological conditions, local micro-climates, topography and any other 
surrounding environmental conditions that may influence the effects of the 
proposed discharge; and 
g. the potential for reducing the quantity, or improving the quality, of the 
discharge at source and where the potential is not to be realised, the reasons 
for not doing so; and 
h. whether the best practicable option for the management of discharges to 
air is proposed or in place and where the best practicable option is not 
proposed or not in place, the reasons for not doing so; and 
i. the likely contribution of the proposed discharge to any cumulative adverse 
effect, including from the same property, that could arise over time or in 
combination with other effects; and 
j. any relevant code of practice and any management and maintenance 
systems; and 
k. the training and qualifications of the operator; and 
l. any adverse effects on cultural and historic heritage resources, having 
particular regard to any adverse effects on the scenic, aesthetic and 
recreational values associated with heritage resources; and 
m. the frequency, intensity, duration, offensiveness and location of the 
discharge to which the application relates; and 
n. whether the activity was legally established and/or allowed by the District 
Plan. 

Policy 6 To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on amenity values, human 
health and well being or property arising from: 
a. the frequency, intensity, duration or offensiveness and location of odour; 
and 
b. the discharge of dust, smoke, or other particulate matter; and 
c. the creation of odour, dust and smoke nuisance from land use. 
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1.6 The Manawatu Catchment Water Quality Regional Plan (operative, 6 October 1998) 
Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective To enhance surface water quality in the Manawatu catchment by the year 
2009 to a level which meets the needs of all people and communities while 
safeguarding the life-supporting capacity of the water. 

Policy 1 To establish a water quality management regime for the Manawatu 
catchment that provides for the classification and management of waters as 
follows: 
a. all sections of rivers that have sources in, and flow in, the Ruahine and 
Tararua State Forest Park as Class NS - being water managed in its natural 
state; (with the exception of those sections of the Mangahao River, Tokomaru 
River and Mangaore Stream which are downstream of the Mangahao dams); 
and 
b. all rivers in the Manawatu catchment as Class CR - being water managed 
for contact recreation purposes (with the exception of those sections of rivers 
referred to in Policy 1a above and those sections of rivers listed in Annex 6, 
section 33.3); and in addition 
c. all sections of rivers described in Annex 6, Section 33.5 as Class F 
(fisheries); and 
d. all sections of rivers described in Annex 6, Section 33.6 as Class FS (fish 
spawning); and 
e. all sections of rivers described in Annex 6, Section 33.7 as Class WS 
(water supply). 

Policy 3 To avoid, remedy or mitigate any actual or potential adverse environmental 
effects arising from the direct or indirect discharge of contaminants to surface 
water in the Manawatu catchment by: 
a. Limiting quantities and concentrations of contaminants which enter water, 
in particular, contaminants which can reduce the life-supporting capacity of 
aquatic ecosystems. 
b. Where appropriate, promoting discharges of contaminants to land rather 
than water in areas of the Manawatu catchment where 
i. groundwater will not be adversely affected; and 
ii. adverse effects from runoff to surface water can be minimised or avoided; 
and/or 
iii. particular concerns have been expressed by the tangata whenua. 
c. Reducing adverse effects from non-point source discharges of 
contaminants to rivers in the Manawatu catchment by: 
i. supporting and promoting riparian management and other appropriate 
practices, while giving due consideration to flood hazard management; and 
ii. providing information to agricultural organisations and farmers about actual 
and potential effects of non-point discharges and land treatment of 
agricultural waste, and involving them in the development of solutions. 

Policy 4 To require that discharges to water comply with numerical standards, defined 
in MCWQ Rule 1 in the Plan, as the primary criteria for the purposes of 
interpreting and applying the narrative standards in Section 107 (1)(d) and (g) 
of the Resource Management Act, 1991. 
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Reference Objective or Policy 

Policy 5 To require, in general, that reasonable mixing in the receiving waters of any 
point-source discharge should be achieved within a distance downstream 
from the discharge to whichever is the least of: 
a. the distance which equals seven times the width of the river when the flow 
is at half the median flow; or 
b. 200 metres from the point of discharge, or, for discharges to artificial 
watercourses including farm drainage canals, 200 metres from the point of 
discharge or the property boundary, whichever distance is the greater; 
c. the point at which mixing of the particular contaminant concerned has 
occurred across the full width of the body of water in the river. 

Policy 8 To recognise that the catchment's remaining lakes and natural wetlands are 
particularly sensitive receiving environments when considering resource 
consent applications to discharge into them. 

 

1.7 The Palmerston North City District Plan (operative, 24 March 2005) 
Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective 2.4 
The Healthy 
Community 

To promote a clean, healthy and safe environment. 
 

Objective 2.4 
The Working 
Community 

 To provide the conditions to ensure the physical resources of the City are 
managed and developed while avoiding, remedying, or mitigating adverse 
environmental effects. 

 To promote a range of business and economic activity which lead to the 
efficient use and development of natural and physical resources. 

Objective 2.4 
The Attractive 
Community 

 To maintain and enhance the visual appeal of the City. 

 To recognise the distinctive rural and urban character of the City. 

 To manage the adverse effects of activities on the environment. 
Tangata 
Whenua and 
Resource 
Management 
Objective 1 

To acknowledge nga hapu of Rangitane as Tangata Whenua within 
Palmerston North City. 

Rural Zone 
Objective 2 

To encourage the effective and efficient use and development of the natural 
and physical resources of the rural area. 

Rural Zone 
Policy 2.2 

To ensure that the adverse effects of activities in the rural area are avoided, 
remedied or mitigated such that the amenities of the area and nearby urban 
areas are maintained. 

Rural Zone 
Policy 2.3 

To control the actual or potential environmentally adverse effects of activities 
in the rural area, including the adverse effects of: 

 odour; 

 noise; 

 traffic; 

 visual impact. 
Rural Zone 
Objective 3 

To enhance the quality and natural character of the rural environment. 

Rural Zone To provide for the health and safety of rural dwellers by establishing specific 
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Reference Objective or Policy 
Policy 3.1 noise limits for the rural area. 

Rural Zone 
Policy 3.3 

To control the adverse visual effects on the rural environment (including 
effects on rural dwellers) of activities that disturb the land surface, introduce 
buildings, remove and/or process natural material. 

Rural Zone 
Objective 4 

To recognise and enhance the diversity of the rural community. 

Rural Zone 
Policy 4.1 

To permit a variety of land-based activities subject to control of their adverse 
environmental effects. 

Rural Zone 
Policy 4.3 

To allow a range of other activities where their adverse effects can be 
avoided or mitigated. 

Hazardous 
Substances 
Objective 1 

To avoid, remedy or mitigate risks to property, the environment and the 
health of City residents where hazardous substances are used, stored or 
transported within the City. 

Hazardous 
Substances 
Policy 1.1 

To identify those facilities using or storing hazardous substances which pose 
a risk to property, the environment or human health. 

Cultural and 
Natural Heritage 
(C) Objective 1 

To ensure that notable trees, other vegetation, areas of significant indigenous 
vegetation, and significant habitats of indigenous fauna within the City are 
appropriately protected. 

Transportation 
Objective 2 

To protect the roading network, as identified in the roading hierarchy 
(Appendix 20A), from the potential adverse effects of all land use activities. 

Transportation 
Policy 2.1 

To ensure safe and efficient vehicle access is provided to and from activities. 

Transportation 
Policy 2.3 

To ensure safe and efficient parking and manoeuvring space is provided for 
all activities. 

Utilities 
Objective 1 

To enable the establishment and maintenance of network utilities in the 
interests of community well-being, health and safety. 

Utilities 
Objective 2 

To avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse environmental effects arising from 
the establishment and maintenance of network utilities. 

Utilities Policy 
2.1  

To assess and address the adverse environmental effects of network utilities 
through the resource consent procedures. 

Utilities Policy 
2.2 

To take into account the operational and technical requirements in the 
assessment of resource consent applications for network utilities. 

Utilities 
Objective 3 

To ensure network utilities are constructed and located in a manner sensitive 
to amenity and landscape values in both urban and rural environments. 

Utilities Policy 
3.1 

To require, unless proven impracticable, that the placement of reticulation 
networks such as lines and pipes be underground. 

Utilities Policy 
3.2 

To encourage the co-siting of structures and sharing of network utility 
channels and corridors, to reduce their potentially adverse visual effects. 

Utilities Policy 
3.3 

To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of the construction of 
aboveground structures for network utilities. 
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1.8 Plan Change 42 (Earthworks) – PNCCDP (notified, 19 June 2008) 
Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective 1 To provide for earthworks activities where the associated adverse effects are 
able to be avoided, remedied, or mitigated. 

Policy 1.1 To limit the location and scale of earthworks where adverse effects may 
result. 

Policy 1.2 To ensure that any adverse effects on the environment from earthworks, 
including: 

 Visual Effects; 

 Effects on the Natural Land Form; 

 Effects on Adjoining Properties; 

 Land Stability; 

 Flooding Effects; 
are avoided, remedied, or mitigated. 

 

1.9 The Tararua District Plan (operative 1 March 1998) 

NB: I have not repeated the objectives and policies from the proposed Tararua District plan, as they are 
identical (notified, 21 April 2008). 

Reference Objective or Policy 

Objective 
2.3.2.1 

To achieve sustainable rural land use and efficient use of resources 

Objective 
2.3.3.1 

To maintain the vitality and character of the District's rural areas. 

Policy 2.3.3.2 (b) To provide, in rural areas, for activities which require a rural location or 
which specifically serve or support the rural community, where their effects 
are compatible with the surrounding rural area and the environmental results 
sought for Rural Management Areas. 

Objective 
2.3.4.1 

To ensure a high level of environmental quality and amenity throughout the 
rural areas of the District. 

Policy 2.3.4.2 (a) To ensure that any actual or potential adverse environmental effects of 
activities are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 
(b) To protect and enhance the character, features, level of amenity and 
environmental quality of the District's rural areas. 
(c) To reduce the potential for conflict between incompatible activities in rural 
areas, particularly in the rural-urban fringe. 

Objective 
2.6.2.1 

To protect and enhance amenity values and environmental quality in the 
District, for present and future generations. 

Policy 2.6.2.2 (a) To manage the effects of activities on amenity values by specifying and 
enforcing minimum environmental standards for the development and 
maintenance of such activities. 

Objective 
2.6.4.1 

To protect important natural features (including areas of indigenous 
vegetation and habitats of indigenous fauna) and landscapes in the District 
which are of local, regional or national significance. 

Objective To protect heritage resources in the District which are of local, regional or 
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Reference Objective or Policy 
2.6.3.1 national significance. 

Policy 2.6.4.2 (a) To identify particular natural features and landscapes that contribute in a 
significant way to the amenity and environmental quality of the District and to 
classify them according to their significance and relative value to the 
community. In determining the significance of natural features and 
landscapes the following matters shall be considered:  

 the degree to which a feature or landscape contributes to the District's 
character in terms of visual prominence and scenic characteristics;  

 the feature's ecological significance in terms of its importance as a habitat 
for rare or unique species and/or as an area of indigenous flora;  

 the cultural or spiritual significance of the site or area to tangata whenua;  
 special or important amenity and intrinsic values, including scientific, 

cultural and recreational values;  
 the degree to which the feature or landscape has recognised national or 

regional significance or has been afforded protection.  

Policy 2.4.6.2. (c) To encourage the protection of significant natural features, landscapes 
and habitats from inappropriate subdivision, development or use, and to 
promote public access where this will not adversely affect conservation or 
private property values. 

Objective 
2.8.2.1 

To maintain and develop the District's infrastructure to meet the community's 
needs in a safe, effective and efficient manner while avoiding, remedying or 
mitigating adverse environmental effects. 

Policy 2.8.2.2 (d) To ensure that any adverse effects of the subdivision, use and 
development of land on the safe and efficient operation of network utilities, 
are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

Objective 
2.8.3.1 
 

To ensure the safe, efficient and effective operation of the District's 
transportation networks while avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse 
environmental effects.  

Policy 2.8.3.2   
 

(c) To specify standards for access to sites, on-site parking, loading and 
manoeuvring in order to avoid or mitigate the adverse effects of vehicle 
movements on the safety and efficiency of the road system.  
(h) To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of transportation 
activities on the environment. 

Objective 
2.9.4.1 

To ensure that the use, storage, transportation and disposal of hazardous 
substances in the District does not result in adverse health or environmental 
effects. 

Policy 2.9.4.2 (a) To minimise opportunities for adverse effects to arise from the use, 
storage, transportation and disposal of hazardous substances by 
encouraging appropriate management and location of such activities. 

Objective 
2.9.6.1 

To avoid the degradation of surface water and groundwater quality in the 
District. 

Policy 2.9.6.2 (a) To encourage the adoption of the best practicable option for all domestic 
and industrial stormwater and effluent disposal systems, and prevent 
subdivision and the location of new activities where there is potential for 
significant actual or cumulative adverse effects to arise. 

Objective 
2.10.2.1 

To take into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti O 
Waitangi) in the management of the District's natural and physical resources. 
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Reference Objective or Policy 

Policy 2.10.2.2 (a) To provide for, and encourage, the participation of tangata whenua (local 
iwi and hapu) in resource management planning and decision making 
processes. 

 

 

 




