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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. I live on a one hectare lifestyle block at 8 Oram Drive, which is on the corner 

of Oram Drive and Ngahere Park Road, in the Turitea Valley. I live there with 
my husband, Dr Jason Hindmarsh and my two young sons. 

 
2. I am employed on a part time basis for Fitzherbert Rowe, Lawyers, as an 

Associate lawyer in their commercial team. I do not generally practice in the 
Resource Management area, although I am of course familiar with the general 
thrust of the Resource Management Act 1991.  

 
3. I am giving this evidence in my personal capacity only. 
 
4. Due to further clarification by the Ministry of the requirement for matters of 

fact to be produced by way of statement of evidence, I have reproduced 
various matters of fact which initially formed part of my submission to the 
Board. 

 
5. My evidence in this statement is largely confined to issues regarding amenity 

and landscape as they specifically relate to our property. Evidence relating to 
other matters covered in my submission will be produced as part of the joint 
case by the incorporated societies, Tararua Aokautere Guardians and Friends 
of Turitea Reserve. I am a member of both societies. 

 
 
BACKGROUND FACTS 
 
6. My work and other commitments generally require me to commute on a daily 

basis through the Turitea Valley into Palmerston North.  My husband is a 
lecturer at Massey University and he also commutes on a daily basis through 
the valley.  

 
7. We have been living in the Palmerston North area for approximately 5 years, 

having moved here after spending 18 months in Cambridge, (UK). 
 
8. For approximately 20 years I have mainly lived in cities, both here and 

overseas, although I was brought up on a large sheep and cattle farm in the 
Bay of Islands (now known as Kauri Cliffs golf course). As such, I believe that 
I have had a special “kiwi” upbringing, having experienced the best of country 
life in the midst of outstanding scenic landscape. 

 
 
ATTRACTIONS OF PALMERSTON NORTH AS A PLACE TO LIVE 
 
9. My husband and I chose Palmerston North as the city that we would return to 

settle in for a number of reasons. We had a choice of settling in Auckland, 
Wellington, Christchurch or Palmerston North as these were the places in 
New Zealand where my husband could practice his specific field of expertise. 
My legal skills are generally transferable nationwide. 

 
10. Palmerston North offered us the opportunity to enjoy the attractions and 

sophistication of a city; In addition, we had the ability to connect with nature 
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offered by lifestyle blocks within an easy commute of the city. I wanted to give 
my children a taste of country life, whilst at the same time pursuing my legal 
career. Having had such a great country upbringing and having spent so 
many years living in cities, I didn’t want to return to a full city life. 

 
 
REASONS FOR CHOOSING OUR PROPERTY 
 
11. When we looked at lifestyle sections to buy in the Palmerston North area, we 

investigated properties around Ashhurst, but discounted those due to the 
presence of wind turbines. This was my first experience of turbines and I 
found the constant movement of the turbine blades in the natural landscape 
disturbing. Although some of the turbines visible from the viewing platform in 
Ashhurst sit well with the rolling landscape, I found the cumulative effect of 
the movement of the blades uneasily distracting from the peacefulness of the 
landscape. 

 
12. Instead, we decided to purchase a property in a new lifestyle block 

subdivision in the Turitea Valley. It was love at first site for us with this 
property. Its location was great – it was within an easy 15 minute car 
commute to the city and a 15 minute bike ride to Massey. However, what 
really captured us about this valley was its serene rural outlook. 

 
13. Our property overlooks the end of the valley – Bryant Hill is a dominant 

feature to our east. 
 
 

 
Photo 1: taken from our patio, looking east 

 
 
14. From my kitchen I can watch the farmer mustering sheep on the hills on the 

opposite side of the valley. My children get to watch top dressing planes 
sweeping over Bryant hill and the surrounding farms on their yearly 
topdressing run. When the cattle are rounded up and the calves weaned, we 
can watch them coming down the hill and hear their bellowing in the valley 
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below. We get to experience these aspects of country life, and feel a 
connection with the land, but still enjoy all the benefits that city life can offer 
within an easy commuting distance of Palmerston North. 

 
15. Featured below are a number of photos of our property: 
 

Photo 2 shows a more northerly aspect and is taken from the northern most 
corner of our properly, looking east towards Bryant Hill. 

 
 

 
 Photo 2: view toward Bryant Hill 
 
 

Photo 3 shows the view of the valley that we chose our property for.  
 
 

 
 Photo 3: view from patio over valley 
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Photo 4 is a close up view of photo 3 – that is the view I refer to above from 
which I watch the mustering. 

 
 
 

 
 Photo 4: view from patio looking over valley 
 
 

Photo 5 is taken from the same place as photo 3, but looking north towards 
Palmerston North. 

 
 

 
Photo 5: view looking north 
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THE BENEFITS OF OUR PROPERTY 
 
16. Our property provides us with the benefit of connecting with the land in a 

meaningful way: we have enough land to graze two beef steers, which 
provide us with yearly meat for the freezer. I have a large vegetable garden 
and have developed an orchard, so that I can partly provide for my family’s 
vegetable and fruit needs in an organic and sustainable way. 

 
17. Photo 6 is a view of my vegetable garden which shows Turitea Reserve in the 

background. 
 
 

 
Photo 6: vegetable garden 

 
 
18.  It is important for us as a family to be stewards of our land in a responsible 

way. We recycle, we have a worm farm; we try to manage our land in an 
environmentally sustainable way. Our property provides us with the best of 
city and country life – the opportunity to pursue our respective careers, raise 
our children to appreciate and understand nature and, for me, to re-create in 
some small way a sense of the country upbringing that I had as a child.  

 
19. I am a keen gardener. My garden has been carefully designed to take 

advantage of the views across the valley and not to block the sun. The feijoas 
planted on the east side of the property were deliberately chosen to provide a 
maximum 2 to 3 metre high shelter. We are just starting to enjoy the fruit from 
those trees. 
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Photo 7: Feijoa trees on eastern boundary 

 
 
20. Our house was designed to face north - east across the valley. From our 

dining room/lounge we take in a cross section of the foothills towards 
Ashhurst. In addition, I have a viewing point in the garden (refer photo 8). 

 
 

 
Photo 8: view of seat  

 
 

From that seat I can look southeast and south over Turitea reserve and the 
surrounding hills.  
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Photo 9: view from seat overlooking Turitea reserve  

 
 

 
 Photo 10: View looking south 
 
 

I regularly go out and just sit in my garden and enjoy the views of the Reserve 
and Bryant Hill. 

 
 
VALUE OF LANDSCAPE  
 
 
21. Visual aesthetics are important to me. They serve to balance the logical 

thinking side that practising law develops. They provide a necessary relief 
from the stress of my job and the busyness of life. 
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22. I work from the 8th floor of 65 Rangitikei Street (formally known as the State 
Insurance Building) and my office overlooks Turitea Reserve and the ranges 
south of there. The view from my office is of the Tararua ranges without 
turbines. It is peaceful and serene; in stark contrast to the clutter of the turbine 
infested view from the other side of the building (looking north towards 
Ashhurst).  

 
23. Similarly, I enjoy driving in and out of the Valley and love the naturalness of 

the Turitea Reserve and the sight of Bryant Hill. For me, the simple rural 
landscape of the valley carries a real charm – it serves to “soothe my soul” 
and reconnect me with the land at the end of a busy day.  

 
 
VISUAL EFFECTS 
 
24. Unfortunately for our family, the view from our property is no longer turbine 

free. When we first purchased our property 4 years ago, the only turbines that 
were visible were the tips of the Ashhurst turbines, and only then, when the 
light fell on them at the end of the day  

 
 

 
Photo 11: Section looking over valley (2006) 
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Photo 12: original section view towards Bryant Hill (2006)  

 
 
25. Then came the extensions to Tararua 3 and more recently, the construction of 

the Te Rere Hau windfarm across the valley from us. Now we look at a cross-
section mishmash of  14 different 3 bladed turbines and 29 two bladed 
turbines, and tips.  

 
 

 
Photo 13: Tararua 3 at a distance  
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Photo 14: Tararua 3 windmills  

 
 

 
Photo 15: Te Rere Hau windmills. 

 
 
26. When the turbines all move at different rotations it is very disturbing to the 

eye.  
 
 
EFFECT ON LANDSCAPE AMENITY IF WINDFARM PROCEEDS 
 
27. VP5 (evidence of Allan Wyatt) is the closest photo example of the view that 

we will have of Bryant Hill if MRP is granted consent.  
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28. From our perspective (which is further down the hill then from where the 

photo was taken) Bryant Hill is even more dominant than it appears in the 
photo; which means that the turbines will be even more noticeable than in the 
photo.  

 
29. Allan Wyatt places some emphasis on the fact that Turitea valley road is 

“primarily used for local travel and would have “low viewer numbers” 
(paragraph 10.24). There are 140 families/dwellings in the Turitea 
Valley/Ngahere Park area. Having been part of the traffic flow in and out of 
the valley for the last 3 years, I have witnessed a large number of valley 
residents commuting into the city or Massey University on a daily basis. The 
Valley is also popular for walkers, runners and cyclists due to its proximity to 
town and its flat terrain. Ngahere Park road is also sought after as a training 
route for cyclists. The road is a regularly and well used road by a sizable 
cross section of the community.  

 
 
PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
30. Figure 59 (evidence of Allan Wyatt, paragraph 11.74) is a photo taken from 

along the road frontage of our property, at the corner of Oram Drive and 
Ngahere Park road.  

 
 

 
 
The line of willows marks the corner of our section which is used for sewage 
evaporation purposes. Our house is located to the left of the photo’s edge. 

 
31. Mr Wyatt concludes that the adverse effect on the landscape for the 

residential houses at this end of Oram Drive will be “more than minor” but 
proposes landscape screen planting as a mitigating measure. He does not 
provide a representative landscape planting example but relies on the 
indicative planting shown in Figure 57 as being illustrative of the type of 
planting that he proposes will sufficiently mitigate any adverse view of the 
turbines. 
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32. Screen planting as Mr Wyatt proposes is neither practical nor desirable for our 

section, due to the following factors: 
 

32.1. It is undesirable from a design perspective as to replace the existing 
feijoa hedge with something taller would have the effect of negatively 
compromising the amount of sun that the orchard receives. 
Furthermore, we are just starting to enjoy receiving yearly feijoa crops 
and replacing the hedge would mean that we would loose any future 
crops for a number of years until replacement feijoas planted 
elsewhere could begin fruiting.  
 

32.2. We have considered whether we could relocate our orchard to another 
section of our garden (which is currently awaiting further development) 
so as to avoid the shading issue, but then we would have a similar 
problem in that our fruit trees are just starting to fruit and we would 
effectively have to start again and wait a further 3 or 4 years before 
receiving any fruit.  

 
32.3. We also enjoy the view of Bryant Hill and to screen it would cause us 

to loose that view. 
 

32.4. However, the main problem in terms of screening arises from the 
relative height that Bryant Hill has to our section. In order to effectively 
screen the view of turbines from our patio, we would need very high 
(mature) trees. This is also likely to cause a shading issue for some 
part of the morning. 

 
 
 
 
 
Katrina Hindmarsh 
22 May 2009 


