


Use the tick boxes below to indicate the called-in notices of requirement and applications for resource consents that your
submission concerns. Use a clear ok in the appropriate box or boxes (v}

Iiwe make mylour submission concerning all notices of requirements and applications for resource consents below. D
OR

Myflour subrnission onty concerns the notices of requirement and applications for resource consents that iwe have ticked below. gg

Pakuranga Substation Notice of Requirement. Reference No. 27619

Otahuhu Substation Notice of Requirement. Reference No. 27619

Brownhill Substation Notice of Reguirement. Reference No. 27619

Underground Cable — Pakuranga to Brownhilf Notice of Requirement. Reference No, 27619

Underground Cable — Otahuhu to Brownhill Notice of Requirement. Reference No. 27619

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement. Reference No. 27619

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement. Reference No. LO7089

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement. Reference No. DES0011/07

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement. Reference No. RMR2CC621%

O.vé.rhé“é.d Lén. Notice of Requirement. Reference No. DN/OCCE/07

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement. Reference No. 240/021

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement. Reference No. RM070209

Whakamaru and Whakamaru North Subsiation Notice of Requirement. Reference No. RM0O70209

Pakuranga to Brownhill Underground Cable Resource Consents

Application 34102: Land Use Consent for earthworks

Application 34370: Discharge of Contaminants to land from ancillary activities that produce
wastewater or washwater

Application 34372: Works in the Bed of 2 Watercourse

Application 34373: Diversion of Surface Water

Overhead Line and Brownhill Subsiation Resource Consents

Application 34711: Land Use Consent for earthworks
A

lication 34712: Discharge of Contaminants to land

Ovsrhead Line and Whakamaru North Substation Resource Consents

Application 116902: Land Use Consent for vegetation clearance and earthworks

Application 118903: Discharge Permit for the composting of vegetation

Application 116804: Land Use Consent for the drifling of tower foundation below the water table

Application 116905: Discharge Permit for the discharge of site water and drilling fluids from drilling
activities into surface water.

NOTE: A copy of this submission form must be sent as soon as possible at:

North Island Grid Upgrade Project, Transpower Freepost 182815, PO Box 1021, Wellington
or email submissions@transpower.co.nz or fax 04 819 7624.

Iiwe make my/four submission concerning all notices of reqguirements and applications for rescurce consents below. D
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TRANSPOWER NZ LTD
- NORTH ISLAND GRID UPGRADE PROJECT

SUBMISSION POINTS BY WAIKATO DISTRICT COUNCIL

The Waikato District Council understands that submissions received by the Minister for the
Environment will be considered at a Hearing by a Board of Inquiry. It is respectfully
requested that the matters raised in this submission be considered, despite it being
submitted one day late.

i. Construction Effects on Local Roads

Construction traffic expected to be generated during tie construction phase of the
project is briefly detailed in section 2.7.3, part Vi, and includes the following:

e heavy plant and vehicles: between 15 to 50 visits per tower
e light vehicles: up to 100 visits per tower

Of the 426 towers along the entire route alignment, almost a quarter
(approximately 108) are located within the Waikato District. This will mean that a
significant number of heavy plant and vehicles will utilise the local road network to
gain access to the tower sites for construction activities during the not insignificant
construction phase (the peak period of which will take approximately |7 months).

While heavy vehicle use for these activities will be during the construction phase and
as such will be relatively temporary, the volume of heavy vehicles over the peak
construction period (17 months) will have an adverse effect on the design-life of the
Waikato Districts local roads.

The Waikato District Council is quite certain there will be adverse effects on the
design-life of its local roads from the construction traffic generated by this project
on the basis of the following:

¢ Most of the local road network in the vicinity of the general transmission line
route cater to low traffic and heavy vehicle volumes typical of rural farming
land use activities. In fact there are many roads that have never had ‘specific
design’ and are simply old metal roads with seal extension overlays. They
have a ‘design life’/'life expectancy’ that copes adequately with typical rural
based rural farm activities with maintenance on an as required basis.

» As such, these low volume local roads will not cope with a sudden increase
and intensity in traffic loads (both volume and weight) from the projects
construction traffic. The construction traffic will have an almost immediate
adverse effect on them (e.g. most visibly with a marked deterioration in road
pavement surfaces) and will ‘consume’ a significant portion of the design life
of the roads (i.e. marked reduction in the life of the road pavements and ‘life
expectancy’ of the road).
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e Damage to local road networks from heavy vehicles during construction is an
adverse effect that is currently being addressed between the Waikato
District Council and Transpower in respect of construction that is currently
taking place on Transpowers Ohinewai Switching Station (Storey Road,
Waiterimu).

It is entirely appropriate for activities that generate heavy vehicle impacts on the
roads either during construction or operation, to mitigate such effects, and
therefore what is of concern to Waikato District Council is that the assessment of
effects in the application does not include the following:

a)  There is no assessment of the adverse effect of construction traffic {including
heavy vehicles} on road networks, and there is no suggested mitigation
measures;

b}  Itis not clear from the application if heavy vehicles will be generated as a result
of the decommissioning and removal of the ARI-PAK A line, and if so, do the
figures stated for the number of heavy vehicles, include them.

The Waikato District Council would like Transpower to provide details and an
assessment (including mitigation measures) of the above matters. In addition, if the
Notice of Requirement is confirmed subject to conditions, the Waikato District
Council reguests that condition{s} be imposed that require(s) Transpower to
mitigate the effects of construction traffic on roads, particularly on local roads in the
Waikato District.

2. Implosive Conductor Jointing / Blasting

Section 5.2.2, part VIll, of the application, provides an assessment of vibration
activities during construction and identifies that some vibration effects may be
caused by the use of “implosive conductor jointing methods”. It indicates that the
use of such methods will be determined by the construction contractor, and that
“the construction contractor will be required to produce a comprehensive
mitigation plan covering any blasting activities, including construction blasting and
implosive jointing.”

While the process for implosive conductor jointing is described in section 2.1.7.6 of
the report, there is no reference to the noise effects of such blasting activities.

If it is the same type of activity that Waikato District Council staff are aware of, it is
understood that implosive conductor jointing involves blasting methods that can
generate noise levels of up to 140 dBA at a distance of 300 metres from the point of
blasting. Sound pressure levels of 140 dBA will cause instantaneous and permanent
ear damage to any person who does not have adequate hearing protection.

As such, Waikato District Council is concerned that the nature of this activity {(and
its potential noise effects) has not been adequately described, or assessed in any part
of the application (including in section 5.2.1 on noise, or in the technical noise report
in section 14, part X of the application).
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Notwithstanding that it is intended for the construction contractor to manage any
blasting activities, what is of concern to Woaikato District Council is that the
assessment of effects in the application does not include the following:

a)  There is no assessment of the adverse effect of noise on people and animals
from implosive conductor jointing/biasting, and there is no suggested mitigation
measures;

by  If it is not practical for the contractor to make “alternative arrangements for
affected parties to be accommodated elsewhere for the duration of the
particular construction activity”, are there alternative methods that can be
adopted?

¢} What measures will be adopted in relation to stock.

The Waikato District Council would like Transpower to provide details and an
assessment (including mitigation measures) of the above matters. In addition, if the
Notice of Requirement is confirmed subject to conditions, the Waikato District
Council requests that condition(s}) be imposed that require(s) Transpower to
mitigate the effects of implosive conductor jointing/blasting.

Land Access Agreement

Over the past 2-3 years the Waikato District Council has received feedback from
the community, particularly landowners who host existing transmission lines, about a
range of inadequacies relating to the methodology undertaken by Transpower (and
its various contractors) when seeking to gain access across their land to undertake
works on the transmission lines, while they are managing their rural based farming
activities.

The complaints generally relate to inadequate and inconsistent communications
between Transpower and landowners when Transpower seeks to gain access across
land to undertake maintenance and upgrade works on the existing transmission line
facilities.

A year ago Waikato District Council hosted a workshop between Transpower and
key community representatives te discuss these difficulties and how to improve this
situation. Transpower prepared (in consultation with the workshop participants) a
‘Land Access Agreement’ that would assist in defining procedures, protocols rights
and obligations between the parties when Transpower sought to gain access to fand
to its transmission line assets.

The dissatisfaction expressed by fandowners to the Council has been particularly
prevalent recently perhaps because of the increasing number of maintenance and
upgrade works being undertaken by Transpower, compared to the previous 10-20
years. As such, Council would reiterate community sentiment that a clear
methodology to help manage communications and relationships between the parties
as they relate to existing transmission lines is certainly timely if not overdue.
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Woaikato District Council are pleased with the development of the “Land Access
Protocol Agreement — Existing Transmission Lines” by Transpower and would
support its being used as a model for such matters as they relate to the operation of
the proposed new transmission line. We would suggest that a similar agreement
should be used during the construction phase and associated with the proposed
comprehensive “Project/Construction Management Plan” (e.g. Construction Access
Protocol Agreement or such like}.

The Waikato District Council would like Transpower to provide clarity on the
methodclogy of how it proposes to address land access matters during both
construction and long term operation, and in terms of fand inside and outside the
corridor of land to be designated.

In addition, if the Notice of Requirement is confirmed subject to conditions, the
Waikato District Council requests that condition(s) be imposed that require(s)
Transpower to prepare a ‘Land Access Protocol Agreement’ or similar, to ensure
there is a clear methodology for all parties relating to access to land during
construction and over long-term operation, and inside and outside the designated
corridor.

4. Community Good Works/Projects

On numerous occasions over the past 2- 3 years when Transpower has been in
consultation with local communities in the Waikato District, its representatives have
offered to undertake works in local communities separate from the project itself, as
‘community good works’. Examples might be contributions to the upgrades of local
community halls, parks or reserve facilities.

The applicant has been silent on these matters for some time and the application
makes no reference to such works. The Waikato District Council holds the view
that such works for the good of the community would be positive for local
communities who will be hosting the infrastructure for this national project.

The Waikato District Council would like Transpower to follow through on its offer
to the Waikato District Councils communities and would like it to consult with the
Council to identify appropriate community good projects. Two to three community
good projects would spread benefit across the Waikato District.

If the Notice of Requirement is confirmed subject to conditions, the Waikato
District Council requests that a ‘community consultation’ condition be imposed that
requires Transpower to undertake consultation with Waikato District Council to
identify appropriate “community good projects”.

5. Compensation

The Waikato District Council has been aware of the concern and angst expressed
by many of its ratepayers in recent years of the ‘cost’ they have bourn regarding the
effects / limitations to land use activities where they host existing transmission lines
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over their properties, and the ‘costs’ associated with hosting the new transmission
line.

The resounding question from ratepayers is whether they will be compensated
reasonably and fairly for hosting the proposed new transmission lines and
infrastructure. It is understood that there are mechanisms afforded to Transpower
through the designation process which will relate to land that falls within the
designated corridor, but that these may not be available in respect of access
arrangements outside the designated corridor.

The Waikato District Council would simply urge Transpower to give this matter in
all refevant scenarios its fullest consideration and clearly confirm at the Hearing by
the Board of Inquiry, its intentions, and preferably methodology (including
timeframes), with regard to addressing these concerns by ratepayers.
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