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Pakuranga Substation Notice of Requirement. Referenée' I‘*éa 27618
Ortahuhu Substation Notice of Requirement. Reference No. 27619
Brownhill Substation Notice of Reqguirement, Reference No. 27618
Underground Cable - Pakuranga to Brownhill Notice of Requirement. Reference No. 27618
Underground Cable — Otahuhu to Brownhill Notice of Requirerment. Reference No. 27819

Qverhead Line Nofice of Requirement. Reference No. 27619

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement. Reference No. L0O708%

. Reference No. DESOG’? 1467

Reference No. RMR200621

Reference No. DN/O006/07

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement.

Cverhead Line Noﬁoé of Requirement. Reference No. 240/021

Cverhead Line Notice of Requirement. Reference No. RMO70209
Whakamaru and Whakamaru Norh Substation Notice of Requirement. Reference No. RMG70208

Pakuranga to. Sréwrfhiif Underground Cable Resource Consents

Application 34102: Land Use Consent for earthworks
Application 34370: Discharge of Contaminants to fand from ancillary activities that produce
wastewater or washwater

Application 34372: Works in the Bed of a Watercourse

Application 34373: Diversion of Surface Water

Overhead Line and Brownhill Substation Resource Congents

Application 34711: Land Use Consent for earthworks
Appixcahon 34712 Dsschar e of Contaminants to fand

Qverhead Line and Whakamaru North Subsiation Rescurce Consents

Application 116902: Land Use Consent for vegetation clearance and earthworks

Application 116803: Discharge Permit for the composting of vegetation

Application 116904: Land Use Consent for the drilling of tower foundation below the water table
Application 116805 Discharge Permit for the discharge of site water and drilling fluids from driliing
activities into surface water.

NOTE: A copy of this submission form must be sent as soon as possible at:

North Island Grid Upgrade Project, Transpower Freepost 182918, PO Box 1021, Wellington
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WRITTEN SUBMISSION OF NEW ERA ENERGY SOUTH WAIKATO INC
IN OPPOSITION TO NOTICES OF REQUIREMENT AND RESOURCE
CONSENTS SOUGHT BY TRANSPOWER NEW ZEALAND LIMITED

This submission is made by New Era Energy South Waikato Tne, a duly incorporated
organisation comprising some twenty affected land owners in the South Waikato between
Tokoroa and Arapuni, whose properties will be traversed by Transpower’s proposed new

400 kV capacity transmission line,

This submission is in opposition to all the Neotices of Requirement by Transpower, being a
requiring authority sceking to designate a 400 kV capable transmission line and is in
opposition to the associated applications for resource consent by Transpowes. In particular,
this submission is in opposition to the Overhead Line Notice of Requirement No. 240/021 in

relation to a land corridor in the South Waikato district.

The reasons for making this submission in opposition are summarised as follows:

1.0 General opposition under the over arching provisions of the Resource Management

Act (RMA).
The proposal as notified:

1.1 Will not promote the sustainable management of natural and physical

resources and will otherwise be contrary to the purpose and principles of the
RMA.

1.2 Will not promote or enable the social, economic and cultural well being of
those communities in the Auckland and Waikato regions that will be directly

and adversely affected by the proposed works.

1.3 Provides for an increase in the capacity of the relevant part of the national

grid that:

» Is not necessary or desirable to meet the reasonably foreseeable needs

of future generations.

. Is unnecessary and unjustifiable in terms of current and anticipated

future power demands.
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® Will result in significant and unnecessary additional adverse effects on

the environment, in particular adverse visual and amenity impacts.

Does not adequately avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the

environment {Section 5 (2) (¢} of the RMA).

Does not amount to or promote the efficient use and development of

resources {Section 7 (b) of the RMA).

Does not maintain and enhance amenity values or the quality of the

environment (Sections 7 (¢) and {f) of the RMA).
Will generate significant adverse effects on the environment.

Is inconsistent and contrary to relevant regional and district policy

statements and plans (Section 171 (a) of the RMA).

Fails to give adequate consideration to alternative sites, routes or methods of

undertaking the work (Section 171 (b) of the RMA).

is not reasonably necessary for achieving Transpower’s objectives for which

the designation is sought (Section 171 {c) of the RMA).

Given the scale of the adverse effects that will be generated by the proposal, it

should be declined in its entirety.

In particular, but without derogating from the generality of the above:

2.1

2.2

The scale of the proposed Lattice towers (having regard to the various
dimensions of the towers including a maximum height of 70 meters) is
significantly greater than that of existing pylons and lines in New Zealand.
That scale, in conjunction with the decision to implement a design with
capacity for 400 kV transmission lines, will generate significantly greater
adverse visual effects over a significantly larger area than would otherwise
be the case. The adverse visual and amenity related impacts associated with
the overhead lines sections of the proposal are significant and are

unnecessary.

The details provided in the proposal and associated assessment of effects are

inadequate and do not allow affected and potentially affected parties to fully



2.4

2.5

2.6

consider and appreciate the nature and scale of effects. In particular, but
without limiting this ground of submission, the height, design and location
of the pylens and the potential maximum width of the designation are
insufficiently certain. The envelope of effects which have been assessed is

too narrowly defined.

The full environmental costs of the proposal are unknown as Transpower
has not carried out a full cost benefit analysis assessment that takes into

account the total environmental costs.

Without a complete assessment of these environmental effects and costs
Transpower cannot demonstrate that the work and designation sought are

reascnably necessary.

A 400 KV capable design will not be needed within the context of New

Zealand’s transmission infrastructure over the lifetime of the proposal.

Transpower’s investigation and consideration of alternative sites, routes or
methods of undertaking the work was insufficient and inadequate. With
reference to Section 171 (b) of the RMA Transpower did not undertake an

appropriate and adequate consideration of alternatives with respect to:

2.6.1 The further upgrading of the existing transmission lines and North
Island grid between Whakamaru and Otahuhu,

2.6.2 Duplexing and reconductoring the Whakamaru A, B and C lines
and/or reconfiguring the existing grid to gain efficiencies in the
network and to reduce the need to improve the existing transmission

infrastructure,

2.6.3 Preferable alternative methods of undertaking the work and meeting
Transpower’s reasonable objectives that will generate significantly
less adverse effects on the environment and that would more

appropriately be approved pursuant to the RMA.

2.6.4 There is insufficient information and detail contained within the
Notice of Requirement documentation to satisfy Transpower’s
request that the requirement for outline plans under Section 176A of
the RMA be waived.

2.6.5 The decision to implement a design with capacity to accommodate

400 kV transmissions, particularly given:
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2.6.7

@ The current and anticipated future demand for electricity
consumption;

® The adequacy of a supply based on 220 and 110 kV lines;
and

e The relative effects on visual and general amenity generated

by the respective forms of supply.

The design and form of construction of the tower structures,
particularly given the technical feasibility of and advantages in
terms of minimizing adverse impacts on visual amenity of monopole
structures and/or compact design structures in comparison with the

structures selected by Transpower, and

The options for under-grounding sections of the transmission route
lines through sensitive areas, particularly given the scale and nature
of the adverse visual and amenity effects generated by the decision

to retain above ground transmission.

3.0 Specificaily as regards the Notice of Requirement for the corridor through the South

Waikato district the reasons for making this submission in opposition are as follows:

3.1

Transpower’s investigation and consideration of alternative sites, routes and

methods of undertaking the work was insufficient and inadequate. In

particular, Transpower should have investigated more fully and should have

given greater consideration and weight to:

3.1.1

The existing transmission line corridor through the South Waikato
to the west of the Waikato River rather than to create a new “green

fields” transmission line corridor through the South Waikato.

The further alternative transmission corridor to the east of the

corridor referred to in the current Notice of Requirement.

The retention and upgrading of the existing transmission line from
Atiamuri to Arapuni rather than to create a new “green fields™

trapsmission line corridor through the South Waikato.

Under grounding the proposed transmission line through the South

Waikato district.
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Identifving and safe guarding the rural amenity values associated
with the part developed South Waikato river trail that follows the
margins of the Waikato River in the vicinity of Arapuni settlement

and points north and south.

Inadequate consideration has been given to the provisions of the South

Waikato Operative District Plan specifically, but not exclusively in relation

o

32.1
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Section 3.0 Planning objectives.
Section 10.0 Public Works and network utilities.
Section 12.0 Landscape and amenity values.

Section 19.0 Rural zone.

The assessment of effects does not adeguately acknowledge:

3.3.1
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That the introduction of a massive new structure (with significantly
larger pylons than any other transmission line in New Zealand) into
a “green fields™ area of the South Waikato will have huge and
unacceptable adverse visual and amenity impacts and effects and
will generate unacceptable large and significant adverse effects on

the environment.

That there is an existing transmission line corridor in the South
Waikato to the west of the Waikato River which could be used to
site the proposed new transmission line and which would have less
adverse environmental, visual and amenity impacts than
Transpower’s proposed “green fields” line route through the South
Waikato.

That the effects of the proposed transmission line are permanent on

the landscape and the community.

That the impacts are visual and not able to be mitigated given the

size and scale of the proposed works and pylons.

That the highly intrusive nature of the pylon structures and lines will
impact upon the amenity values of directly affected land owners and

land owners whose properties are in the visual zones of influence



3.4
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33.8

33.10

33.12

which extend several kilometers either side of the proposed

transmission corridor depending on the intermediate land forms.

That overall there are adverse effects on amenity values both on

directly affected land owners and the wider community.

That there are adverse impacts on existing land use arrangements
and the distribution of buildings, the organisation of daily farming

activities and practices and lifestyles.

That the mitigation measures proposed do not take info account the
cost/effects both direct and indirect imposed on land owners and the

community, including future generations.

Part I purpose and principles of the Resource Management Act
including but not limited to particular cultural matters that are

important to Raukawa.

The confusing and conflicting information regarding health issues
for people and animals living in the vicinity of the proposed

structure.

The health issues arising from EMF emissions and ionized particle

emiissions.

The reverse sensitivity issues arising from the constraints imposed

on the uses to which the land can be put.

Overall the supporting documentation to the Notices of Requirement fails to

demonstrate environmental sustainability and fails o assess that the adverse

effects and impacts will be material and more than minor with respect to

amenity values on directly affected land owners and the wider community.

The supporting documentation also fails to acknowledge the introduction of

a substantial new structure and network into the rural, primary production

landscape of the South Waikato district with the absence of mitigation

measures to address, remedy and/or mitigate the resulting direct and indirect

effects on land owners and the South Waikato community and future

generations.




4.0 New Era Energy South Waikato Inc seeks the following decision from the Board of

Enquiry:

4.1

4.2

4.4

4.5

4.6

That the proposal be declined.

That the Notices of Requirement by Transpower for a 400 kV capable
overhead transmission line over a land corridor in South Waikato district be

declined and that no designation be made.

That the other Notices of Requirement by Transpower for a 400 kV capable

transmission line be declined.
That the resource consent applications by Transpower be declined.

That in the event the relief sought in paragraph 4.1 to 4.4 above is not
granted, the proposal be approved only if it is amended to or is made subject

to conditions that require Transpower to:

45,1 Adopt a maximum design capacity based upon 220 kV lines rather
than 400 kV lines;

452 Replace the proposed lattice towers with shorter and less visually
intrusive monopole and/or compact design structures with a

maximum capacity of 220 kV lines; and

4.53 Underground a greater extent of the line than is currently proposed

including in the South Waikato district.

4,54 To purchase the full freehold title of any property within 500 metres

of the transmission line corridor in the South Waikato district.

455 Indemnify landowners from all liabilities arising from the
construction of and the subsequent traversing of their properties by

the new 400 kV capable transmission line.

456 FEnsure that the transmission line is sited a significant and safe

distance from all dwelling houses.

Such further or other relief as is appropriate or desirable in order to take

account of the concerns expressed in this submission.

5.0 New FEra Energy South Waikato Inc wish to be heard at the hearing in support of its

opposition to Transpower’s proposal and in support of this submission.





