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Randal and Melanie McRenzie
PO Box 113 — Whitford - AUCKLARD

Aitached Material

Reasons for Submission

We and our two young children live at 122 Brownhill Road, Whitford on a 2 hectare
property that is situated opposite the Transpower owned property at 149 Brownhill Road.
The Transpower owned property is the proposed site of the Brownhil Substation Nofice

of Requirement - Reference 27519

We do not support the Transpower proposed project to use overhead lines and 70 metre
pylons to enable a 400kV upgrade to the national grid between Whakamaru and

Brownhill Rd in Manukau City nor the substation to be located at Brownhill Rd.

We fully support the submissions of the Manukau City Council and Underground in
Manukau and consider the entire Transpower project is flawed in concept and is contrary

to the promotion of sustainable management of natural and physical resocurces.

We also consider that the Electricity Commission (EC) incorrectly approved Transpower's

400kv proposal over a more favourable 220kv alternative due to the following reasans:

o The most up to date 2007 SOO figures do not support the demand growth forecasts
to justify the line. Qut of date figures have been used by Transpower to justify the
project

o Transpower and the EC have not adequately considered and costed the
environmentai or social impact of this proposal as compared with alternatives.

o Transpower and the EC have not considered potential alternative funding towards
further undergrounding including a financial contribution from Manukau City Council.

o Insufficient emphasis was given to additional generation capacity in the Auckland
and Northland areas that could become available within the timeframe of upgrading
from 220KV to 400kV.

Reasons re the direct effect on our Propetty

Our property is elevated and hence we will look directly at the proposed substation at 149
Brownhill Road and at the two 70 metre pylons on this property as well as another 70

metre pylon in the valley to the South East of our property.




in mddition fo the adverse visual and environmental factors, we are concemed about the

following:

o impact of EMF emissions on our family and particulariy our two young children aged
2 years and 4 months respectively.

o High corona noise levels emitted from the transformers in our quiet couniry valley

o The major earthworks to build the substation will create dust and debris that may be

blown by the prevailing winds onto our roof and hence affects the guality of our

drinking water and air the air that we breathe for sustained periods of time.

The toss in value to our property caused by the ahove factors.

Q

An alternative substation site has been proposed by local residents Mark and Lindsey
Dodd who live at 143 Brownhi#l Road which is next to the Transpower property at 148
Brownhill Road. The Dodd's proposed site is situated to the South of their house on their

4 hectare property and is a better alternative due to following reasons:

o Substation would be hidden from the view of all Brownhili Road, Redoubt Road and
Umbria Lane residents as the site is located further south and situated behind
mature macrocarpa frees.

o Will reduce the number of 70 metre pylons required as well as moving the pylons
further south and out of the direct view of Brownhill Road, Redoubt Road and
Umbria Lane residents.

o As the Dodds property is located further south than the site at 148 Brownhill Road,
the effect of the earthworks on our property (dust and debris) will be greatly reduced
as the prevailing South West wind would carry this further up the yalley. This also
applies to the six neighbouring properties.

We do not believe that Transpower have seriously considered this alternative site and
believe that the benefits of the Dodd’s site is consistent with the RMA and the benefits
far outweigh any minor costs that may accrue from moving the Substation a few hundred

metres fo the South.

Reasons for Undergrounding the line in Manukau City

Undergrounding the line within Manukau City would meet the requirements of the RMA
whereas the development of 400kv overhead lines would be contrary to the purpose of

the Act. In particular:

{a) Overhead lines require a greater easement than the 65m proposed 1o
contain any potential for line toppling, and to maintain an adequate distance
between the EMF of the lines and other land use activities;

(b) The electromagnetic field will be reduced if the line is placed underground,

minimising the potential disruption to other land uses;



(e)

The proposed route and size of the fowers will have an adverse effect of
impact on the use of Ardmore Aerodrome, which is regionally significant
infrastructure, and the mitigation methods proposed will have significant

adverse visual effects on surrounding areas;

The route and the scale of the towers along with the lines will have adverse

visuai effects in a rurat area noted for high amenity values;

Erecting overhead iines of this scale through Whitford, Brookby and
Clevedon areas and the associated easements and separation distances wil
foreclose future options for the use of this area for wban purposes during

the life of the ling;

Providing an underground line through the South Auckland area will improve
the diversity of route and supply options for elactricity transmission into
Auckiand,

An underground line would better mest the objectives and poficies of the

Regional Policy Statement and the District Plan than an overhead line.

Reasons Relating to the Underground Route from Pakuranga o Brownhil Road

Transpower have publicly stated that it will only be implementing the Sandstone, Whitford

Park, Brownhit Roads route. That should be confimed by 2 condition on the

requirement.

Rehabilitation of Brownhill Road post undergrounding should include iandscape

enhancement to better accord with the purpose of the Act

Declsion Sought

Overhead Line Notice of Requirement in Manukau City (Reference No. 27618):

Decline the Notice of Requirement or alternatively modify it and impose conditions to

require that the line terminates at a substation South of Ardmore Aerodrome and place

the remainder of the route underground throughout Manukau.

Brownhill Substation Notice of Requirement (Reference No. 27619)

Decline the Notice of Reguirement or alternatively impose conditions:



{8} Move to the alfternate site on the Dodd's property which a less visually

obtrusive sife.

() Limit the implementation of the Nofice to the fully enclosed gas insulated

substation option only;

{c) Mitigate the visual impacis of the substation by improved landscaping.

including planting the remainder of the site.

Underground Cable ~ Pakuranga to Brownhill Notice of Reguirement (Reference No.
27619):

Decline the Notice of Reguirement or alternatively impose conditions:

(a) Limiting the implementation of the Notice to the Sandstone, Whitford Park

and Brownhill Roads route;

(o) Requiring beautification of Brownhill Road.






