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1.0 The Sabmisgion

That the Government facilitates/empowers Transpower establishing the O/H
transmission link underground, to at least south of Maramarua, by:-

or

a) - recelving a direct Government Grant for the incremental construction
costs of cabling

b} - by providing logistrative autherity for Transpower to impose a
surcharge/toll for the incremental cost of underground cabling above that of
the overhead line and tower cost.

Mete:- No costing s to what the value of a suwrcharge/toll would need to be to
recover the cabling option incremental cost over say 50 years appear to have
been offered for consideration or published for evaluation.

2.0 The reasons for the Submission are;-

1

The benefits of the line are directly received by all customers supplied with
electricity north of the Bombay Hills. Also it is reasonable to include
customers south of Bombay as receiving the benefits of the lines construction
to the same or lesser degres.

The area south of Whitford to the Auckland Regional Council Southern
Boundary is where Aucklands future Urban Growth will expand to.

Note Penrose was once Aucklands Southern Boundary when Auckland Supply
Transmission lines were terminated there, Then it shified to Otahnhu, then
Pakuranga, then Whitford with the result of overhead transmission lines now
throughout those Auckland urban areas which would not be the result if the
transmission lnks through those future urban areas had been placed
underground.

Transpower or the Electricity Commission possibly do not have the right to
place a surcharge or toll on the electricity consumed in NZ or part of NZ as
they are charged with establishing an economic cost of transmigsion of
electrical energy.

It is pot only new consumers and increased consumption of clectricity, but all
electricity customers and NZ citizens that will benefit from the fransmission
links construction.

The Central Government has the ability to make a grant from Central
Government Funds, or, has the power to impose a surcharge/toll, or, capability
to provide leglislation to enable Transpower to lmpose 3 surcharge/toll; as
they have done by:-

2} Increasing the Fuel Energy Reserve storage in NZ of approx Seflitre.

b) Providing for a Security surcharge on passengers leaving NZ on
Airlines and on Airport Departure Fees to fund the cost of providing a
higber level of security on air transport.
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Providing Trasitt NZ with authority to have toll roads to improve
roading quanity,quality, and efficiency.

%_:‘:-,

4} Providing authority to enable Air NZ 10 impose a Fuel Surcharge.

Enabling Local Government to charge a Development Contribution to
provide for improved capacity and quality of infrastructure,

e

f) Proposing to establish & surcharge for wastc disposal at approx 410/ton
and Sc/rubbish bag to assist in controd of global warming

g} Proposing a Fuel Tax iLevy to fund Electric Rail Transport in
Auckland

h} Providing euthority for Electricity Network Utility operators to charge
an * embedded” Network Charge for new connections,

The transmission line, towers and transition/transformer station are; visual
polution, negative physical/economic effects for farming, agriculture, tourism
and tarnish the NZ clean green image, and are endowed with perceived to have
8 negative health risk.

All of these effects can be eliminated with an bmproved safety environment
including removal of ground/air activity clearances restrictions (eg aircraft
movements and building & construction beneath lines) by placing the O/H
Lines with underground cables.

The cost of constructing the link underground is more expensive than
overhead lines and towers.

The economic life of overhead lines and towers is somewhat similar to that of
underground cables, with cables having a slightly longer economic life.

For the Vector Northern Network slone, without the electricity throughput of
NorthPower and Top Energy, a surcharge of 0.5 cents/kwh wmit of power over
10 years = $425,000,000.00 would fund the incremental cost of under
grounding the transiission lnk to approx Maramarna and over 20 years to
Morrinsville.and over 40 vears to Whakamaru

10) These figures are indicative but need detail costing confirmation to enable the

Govertament to establish a means of funding the constroction of the
fransmission link underground either by a Grant, or a surcharge/toll/levy for at
least the Whitford-Maramarua section and ideally the complete link from
Whitford-Whakamaru,

11) An additional advantage resulting from this funding would be a greatly

enhanced/reinforced “World Green Image” of NZ°S Enviromental status
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3.0 SUMMARY

1. - Atacost of 0.5 cents/kwh is a small price to pay for the elimation of the
effects in 6. above plus many offer negative effects associated ith a overhead and
fower transmission link.

2. - Underground as much of the fransmission link south of Whitford
[Aucklends future wban growth area for Auckland], as the establishment of a
surcharge/toll 1o at least a comparable level as the Government has provided
Haciliated for Roads, Fuel, Security, Enviroment i
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