








maonthly electricity bill, the difference in 2012 will amount to about 60 cents a month,
assuming you are still paying $200 a menth in the future.”

Transpower has repeatedly stated that millions of dollars spent on grid upgrades
amount to "cents, not dollars” on power bills.

It is also significant that Transpower is planning 37km of underground cable,
albeit at 220kV, between Penrose and Albany on Auckiand’s North Shore.

We firmly believe that undergrounding the proposed fine beyond the
Auckland basin, as demanded by the Auckland Regicnal Councif and the Manukau
City Council, is the only environmentally responsible course, and is technically
achievable and financially affordable,

Environmental mitigation:

If, however insane it may seem, the Board of Inquiry does approve the Notices of
Requirement and Resource Consents for Transpower’s proposed 400kV-capable line,
we believe it has a duty to order the maximum possibie mitigation of environmental
impacts, both on residents close to the line and on the wider community.

The most obvious step would be to order a wider easement 1o protect existing
residents and to preclude houses being built close to the line in the future. The potential
for a 70 metre tall pylon on a 15 metre wide base to topple over to either side of the
centerline would indicate a bare minimum of 155 metres.

Howsver we would also recommend that the Board appoint, or arrange for the
appointment of, an environmental advocate {o represent the interests of residents and
the community at large during the detailed planning process. This environmental
advocate would be responsible for laising with territorial local authorities and residents
within 1km of the centerline with a view to determining the best measures to achieve
maximum mitigation of the environmental impacts of the line.

We believe this is particularly necessary where Transpower now owns the land
that will be crossed by the line. It would appear that Transpower's objective as far as
these properties are concerned is to apply an easement, huild the line, then sell the
properties on. The company demonstrates no sign of being a careful custodian of the
land in the meantime.

As an example of mitigation measures that could be achieved, we can cite the
situation of the block we sold to Transpower. This block is steep land either side of the
Brookby Ridge, with access from the top of West Road.

The aerial photo (below) shows the property boundaries and the route of the
proposed line as provided by Transpower, The orange lines depict the lines, with the
circles the two flat-top pylons necessary to bring the lines beneath the conical surface
described in Manukau City Council's Appendix 8 Ardmore Aerodrome: Protection
Measures.

The areas of bush either side of the pylons are already protected. The bush to
the north-west is part of a neighbouring bush block, while the bush to the south-east is
one of three blocks we designated as bush with Manukau City Council.




The areas of pasture either side of the pair of pylons are at the top of the
Brookby Ridge. The pair of pylons are located on a saddie at one of the lowest points
along the ridge. The ground rises about 15 metres in altitude to the south-west (towards
West Road) and approximately 10 metres to the north-east (towards Twilight Road).

We believe that appropriate planting and future protection of native bush along
the ridge either side of the easement would eventually screen the pylons and lines from
views, other than those looking directly along the course of the line. Bearing in mind that
these two 20 metre wide flat-tops will be among the ugliest of the pylons, this could
ultimately reduce the impact on the landscape.

While we cite this as a single example of what could be done to mitigate the
environmental effects, we believe similar outcomes might be achieved at a number of
places along the line.

However it is unlikely that Transpower will volunteer these sorts of measures,
and, as in our case, former land owners with 20 years or more in the district are now
dispersed. This is why we believe an environmental advocate with relatively modest
resources could achieve considerable benefits, particularly for the wider community.




in the event that the Board of Inquiry approves the Notices of Requirement
and Resource Consent applications for Transpower’s proposed line, we strongly
urge it to appoint an environmental advocate with the authority to thoroughly
investigate and impose measures that will achieve maximum mitigation of the
environmental impact of the proposed line and towers.






