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May it please the Board:

Introduction

1. The Waipa District Council (*Waipa™) has received and considered the
draft report and decision of the Board of Inquiry.

2. Waipa wishes to comment on the draft report and decision, and in

particular on the following matters:
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a. To request the inclusion of a review condition on the designation in

respect of landscape and visual effect mitigation plans; and

b. To request the inclusion of a condition requiring the surrender of the
designation for the ARI-PAK A transmission line and the removal of

the line and associated towers and other works after the commissioning

of the Grid Upgrade.

3. Waipa apprehends, in the absence of any authoritative guidance as to the
interpretation of section 148(4) of the Resource Management Act 1991
(“the Act™), that its comments should be directed towards assisting the
Board in the completion of its draft report and in making its final decision.
Thus, Waipa recognises that the opportunity to comment is not an
opportunity to present further arguments on the merits of the proposal
before the Board. These comments are filed on that basis. The additional
conditions which Waipa seeks are intended to assist in the implementation
of the designation, in accordance with the reasons for and effect of the

Board’s decision.

4. ‘These comments are focussed on the parts of the draft report pertaining to
Waipa District, but if they find favour with the Board the requested further
conditions may be considered to have more general application to the

designations in other districts,

Review Condition for Landscape Concept and Development Plans
5. The Board’s draft report concludes at paragraph [2516] that Transpower’s
requirement for a designation is confirmed subject to the conditions which,

by reference to paragraph [2521], are to be found in Appendix M.

6. Appendix M includes a number of conditions relating to the mitigation of

visual and landscape effects being conditions 20 — 39. Among these are:
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a. Condition 28(c), requiring the preparation by Transpower of a concept
plan for the mitigation of adverse visual effects for each property

within the scope of condition 24; and

b. Condition 36, requiring the preparation by Transpower of a draft
development plan for landscape mitigation along specific sections of

roads and State Highways within the district.

7. The timetables in the conditions for the preparation and implementation of
these plans are shorter that the time it is likely to take Transpower to build
the Grid Upgrade. It is therefore possible that the plans to deal with the
future adverse effects of the Grid Upgrade on visual amenity and the

landscape may not fully achieve their goals.

8. In such circumstances Waipa believes it may be appropriate to review
these conditions and the concept and development plans prepared pursuant
to them at some appropriate time after the commissioning of the Grid
Upgrade in order to ensure that the degree of mitigation expected in the

report, decision and conditions is achieved.

9. A suggested form of review condition is:

Review Condition

39A. The Waipa District Council may, within 12 months of
the commissioning of the works, serve notice on Transpower
under section 128(1) of the Resource Management Act 1991 (as
it this designation were a resource consent) of its intention to

review conditions 20 — 39 for the following purposes:

(a) to review the effectiveness of the conditions of this
designation in avoiding or mitigating any adverse
effects on the environment from the exercise of this

designation and if necessary to avoid, remedy or
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mitigate such effects by way of further or amended

conditions; or

(b) to review the adequacy of and the necessity for

monitoring undertaken by the requiring authority.

10. If this is considered by the Board to be appropriate, then a similar
condition, with its references altered appropriately, could be included in
each set of conditions applying to the designations in other districts, which
all include conditions similar to conditions 20 — 39 in Appendix M relating

to Waipa District.

Condition Requiring Removal of ARI — PAK A Line

11. The dismantling and removal of the existing ARI — PAK A line is noted by
the Board as forming part of the proposal at paragraph [115](h). Tt is
recorded as having been acknowledged by Transpower’s main planning
witness to be the main beneficial effect of the construction phase of the
proposal at paragraph [473]. The dismantling of it is treated as a corollary
to the construction of the Grid Upgrade at paragraph [1666]. There are
several other references in the draft report and decision which indicate that

the ARI — PAK A line will be removed as part of the Grid Upgrade.

12. The conditions applicable to that part of the Grid Upgrade within Waipa
District in Appendix M appear to contemplate its removal: see conditions 5
and 7 relating to archacological assessments and also the general advice

note at the end of those conditions.

13. However, there does not appear to be any explicit requirement to remove
the ARI — PAK A line as part of the construction and commissioning of
the Grid Upgrade, and to delete the reference to it in the Waipa District
Plan.
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14. Waipa respectfully submits that it would be appropriate to require the
removal of the ARI — PAK A line once the Grid Upgrade is completed,
and that a condition of the designation would be an appropriate method for

achieving that. A suggested form of condition is:

55. Within 12 months of the commissioning of the works,
Transpower shall remove the ARI — PAK A line and all of its
towers, foundations and associated structures and give notice
pursuant to section 182 of the Act that it no longer wants any

designation in respect of that line.

15. If this is considered by the Board to be appropriate, then a similar
condition could be included in each set of conditions applying to the
designations in other districts.

Conclusion

16. For the foregoing reasons, Waipa respectfully asks that further conditions
providing for the review of landscape and visual effects mitigation plans

and the removal of the ARI — PAK A line be imposed on the designation.

17, A copy of this document has been sent to the solicitors for Transpower.

Dated at Auckland this 24™ day of June 2009
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David Kirkpatrick

Counsel for
the Waipa District Council

To: The Board of Inquiry

And to: Transpower New Zealand Ltd
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