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INTRODUCTION

Qualifications

1. MY name is Sylvia Jean Allan, | have a Bachelor of Science (Honours) Degree
in Geography and Geology and a Diploma in Town Planning. | am a Member
of the New Zealand Planning Institute and am a former President of that
professional body. | have almost 40 years experience as a planner, both in
New Zealand and in the United Kingdom. | have been awarded both the first
Nancy Northcroft Planning Practice Award by the NZPI, and a Distinguished
Service Award. | am experienced in most aspects of environmental planning,

and also have expertise in heritage planning and social impact assessment.

2. I am National Planning Team Leader of MWH NZ Ltd (MWH), an international
environmental, engineering, planning and resource management company.
Amongst my clients are central government, district and regional councils,
energy and communications companies, port companies, industrial and
commercial organisations and community groups and individuals. | work

widely around New Zealand.

3. I have been involved in numercus major infrastructure projects over the years,
including energy developments such as the Taranaki Combined Cycle Power
Station, the ECNZ proposals for the Waitaki River which later became Project
Aqua, several wind energy developments including that at Makara, and
currently Te Waka and Motorimu, and two current small hydro schemes in

central Canterbury.

4, OVER the past decade, | have authored four publications for EECA' and am
one of the authors of MfE’'s 2004 "Guidance Notes for Local Authorities in
Addressing Climate Change" (presently in revision). | have also been involved
in transport strategies, roading projects and public transport interchanges, as
well as projects involving landfills and wastewater. | undertook the social

impact assessment for the development of the Pohukura gasfield

! "Guidelines for Renewable Energy Developments: Overview". and in the same series "Wind Energy”, (June
1995); "Review of Wind Energy Potential in New Zealand". October 2000 (MWH, in association with PB Power and
EHMS); and "Evaluation of Energy Efficiency and Renewables Issues in Plans under the Resource Management
Act 1991, and other Local Authority Initiatives”, April 2003.
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My Role

development, and have been engaged to assist New Plymouth District Council

and Taranaki Regional Council with the Gasbridge consent applications2

MY role in the North Island Grid Upgrade Project (Upgrade Project)
commenced in mid 2004 when MWH was appointed as environmental
consultants to Transpower for the first phase of the project. Further contracts
were awarded at later dates for Phases Il and Ill. The scope of the contracts
has included environmental investigations, route identification, consuitation,
and other work involved to the stage of documentation for the Notices of
Requirement (NORs) and key consents for the projects that are currently
before the Board of Inquiry. The work has involved close liaison with
Transpower’s environmental managers for the project, and with Transpower

engineers and property advisors.

I have largely co-ordinated and led the independent environmental inputs into
the project, involving a range of specialist sub-consultants, most of whom are
also providing evidence for the Board’s consideration. | have also had direct
involvement in numerous site visits, decision workshops and consultation
processes. | have prepared much of the documentation for the project which
forms the background to the NORs and consent documentation, and have
reviewed all those that | have not personally prepared. | have worked closely
with most of the environmental and social sub-consultants engaged by MWH
for the project, and have particularly worked closely with Dr Peter Phillips in

terms of the social impact assessment.

DURING the course of the project, | visited projects involving generally
comparable 400kV lines, underground cables and substations in Portugal,
Spain, Scotland and Australia. | familiarised myself with the issues and
physical and environmental aspects of those projects, and their consent

processes, and the methods through site visits and interviews.

2 Relating to a proposal to import LNG to provide an alternative fuel supply to indigenous natural gas.
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Code of Conduct

I confirm that | have read the Code of Conduct for expert witnesses in the
Environment Court’'s Consolidated Practice Note (2006). | have approached
the preparation of this evidence in the same manner that | would for the

Environment Court.

I am familiar with the context of the application, the documentation provided to
the Minister, and the areas a'ffected by the NORs and applications. | have
reviewed the earlier documentation which led to the identification of routes for
the 400kV overhead line and underground cable, along with the
documentation that explains the revised proposal and the additional
substations and cable route that are now incorporated in the project. | am
familiar with the Resource Management Act (RMA) and other statutory
documents, including regional and district plan provisions as they relate to this
project. | have reviewed the submissions received as a result of the Minister

for the Environment’s public notification process.

Relationship to Other Evidence

10.

THIS evidence is complementary to that of Annette McGovern, who focuses
on the Pakuranga Substation and the underground cable route for which a
designation and consents are sought between that substation and the
proposed new substation site at Brownhill Road, Whitford, and Paula Hunter,
who focuses on the Otahuhu Substation and the related underground cable
route. My evidence has been prepared in the context of other environmental
and technical evidence available to the Board of Inquiry on behalf of
Transpower. | have prepared a separate statement containing a resource
management analysis relating to the NORs and resource consent applications,

in terms of two of the four substations and the overhead line.

Scope of Evidence

11
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IN this statement of evidence, | address:

(a) the overall investigations and planning approach to the identification

of routes and substations in the proposed Upgrade Project;
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(b) the route identification process - ACRE implementation involving the
application of decision techniques, including multi-criteria analysis;
the process leading to the preferred route and detailed alignment for

the overhead transmission line;

(c) the processes leading to the choice of site for Brownhill and

Whakamaru and Whakamaru North Substations.

| also describe the approach to seeking resource consents for the project.

General Comment

12.

13.

14,

IT is my opinion that the planning processes followed for the project, including
route identification, consultation, and the range of investigations and decision
techniques leading to the NORs and consent applications have been
appropriate, and have identified sites and locations for the project's
components that have largely avoided or mitigated adverse effects on the
environment. Further mitigation is possible through the methods described in
this and other evidence, and in the range of conditions proposed by

Tra nspower3

WHILE there are some inconsistencies with the policy framework over the
range of statutory planning and resource management documents, given the
nature and scale of the infrastructure, and the focus of parts of the documents
as | discuss in my second brief of evidence, that is to be expected. ltis notin

my view a sufficient reason to decline the whole or any part of the project.

I also consider that the approach to consents that is set out later in my
evidence is appropriate, given the current levels of information and the

programming of the Upgrade Project.

3 Preliminary suggestions for suitable conditions are included in the NORs for the various components of the

project.
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