






































Table 5: Summary of the effects of different drain maintenance strategies on land and stream 
management (+ indicates beneficial, – indicates negative effects) 
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Land management         

Farmla /+ –  nd productivity     – –

Farm costs – – – – – – – – – –/+ – – 

Field erosion     + ++   

Bank erosion – –    + +++ ++  

Nutrient runoff –    + +++ +  

Stream         management  

Flood flows +++ ++ ++ ++ + +++ ++ + 

Weed problem +++ ++ ++ ++  ++   

Nutrient transport – – – – – – – – – + + ++ + 

Sedimentation – – – – – – – – + + ++ ++ 

Turbidity – – –  – –  + + +++ ++ 

Substrate quality – – –  – –    ++ + 

Overhead cover – – – – – – – – – –  ++ ++  

Invertebrate communities – – – – – – – –  + ++ + 

Fish communities  – –  + ++ + – – – 
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