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Why do we need guidelines?
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years are summarised in the guidelines.
Of these, the Shirley Primary School v
Telecom Mobile Communications Ltd
[1999] NZRMA 66 case has provided
the most comprehensive judgement so
far.

This case has effectively set a
precedent for councils on what issues
they can and can’t consider when
making decisions for the location of
cellsites.

The Environment Court found that
while there may potentially be health
effects from cellsites, the risk is very
small.  Because the Resource
Management Act is not a “no risk”
statute, then the potential for risk is
acceptable.  That means the potential
for adverse health effects will no longer
be reason enough to decline a resource
consent.

The guidelines recommend that cellsites with emission levels below the
New Zealand Standard be a permitted activity. However, if the radiation
emissions are likely to be above 25 percent of that standard, then councils are
advised to apply a condition to the resource consent requiring a monitoring
report to be carried out within three months.  This will ensure the emissions of
the site comply with the standard.

The guidelines also recommend that if a cellsite does exceed the standard
then councils should treat it as a non-complying activity and require a resource
consent. This will allow affected parties and the community to have their say.

Issues about amenity, landscape and cultural values and how proposed cell
sites will affect those values, will continue to come under the resource consent
process allowing communities to express their views on those issues – though
this will depend on the provisions in the relevant district plan.

Do the guidelines outline how cellsites can
be provided for in the district plan?

Yes – the guidelines include suggestions for councils on how to define the
issues and develop objectives, policies and methods for cellsites.  The guidelines
assess a range of methods that could be used to do this, and say that they can
be used to develop rules requiring cellsites to adhere to the New Zealand
Standard. Such rules will provide certainty for the community that the local
city or district council will consider the health and safety aspects of such
facilities.

While the health risks are considered to be minimal, under the guidelines,
cellsites will continue to be monitored to ensure that they continue to comply
with the New Zealand Standard.

For more information on the
Resource Management Act
component of the guidelines,
please contact Liz Clark, Ministry
for the Environment, 04-917-7400
or email liz.clark@mfe.govt.nz

Has everyone had a
say?

The guidelines are the result of an
extensive two-year consultation
process involving interested
communities, the public, central and
local government, and the radio
communications industry. The
discussion document released in
1999 received 87 submissions from a
range of organisations and the public.

How can I get a
copy?

The guidelines can be
downloaded free from the Ministry
for the Environment website
(www.mfe.govt.nz). If you do not
have internet access, you can request
a copy from the Ministry for the En-
vironment by calling 04-917-7493.


