Using indicator criteria

The table below gives detail on each of the indicator selection criteria developed by the Ministry for the Environment. Assess your draft indicators against these criteria.

	Policy relevant

	The indicator will monitor the key outcomes or policy or legislation, and measure progress towards goals
	

	The indicator will provide information to a level appropriate for policy decision making
	

	Analytically valid

	The indicator is measurable
	

	The indicator is representative of the system being assessed
	

	The indicator is reproducible and based on critical attributes of the system
	

	The indicator was developed within a consistent analytical framework
	

	The indicator is credible and robust
	

	The indicator is helpful in relating causes, effects and responses
	

	The indicator is responsive to environmental change
	

	Data collection will use standard methodologies with know accuracy and precision (statistical accuracy)
	

	The indicator is able to detect human-induced change from natural variations
	

	The indicator is responsive to environmental change, and allows trend analysis or provides a baseline for future trends
	

	The indicator has predictive capabilities
	

	Cost effective

	The indicator requires limited numbers of parameters to be established
	

	The indicator uses existing data and information wherever possible
	

	The indicator is simple to monitor
	

	Simple and easy to understand

	The indicator is simple to interpret, accessible, and publicly appealing
	

	The indicator clearly displays the extent of the issue.
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