Submission on an application for an amendment to the Kawarau River
Water Conservation Order

To: Special Tribunal — Kawarau River Water Conservation Order
c/- Alex Miller, Ministry for the Environment,
PO Box 10362,
Wellington 6143
alex.miller@mfe.govt.nz

Name of submitter: My full name is Lindsay Allan Withington

This is a submission on an application from New Zealand and Otago Fish and Game
Councils for an amendment to the water conservation order for the Kawarau River which
relates to its tributary, the Nevis River. The application seeks to recognise the Nevis
River’s outstanding values — wild and scenic characteristics; back country trout fishery;
natural characteristics, in particular outstanding natural landforms; trout spawning
habitat; adult trout habitat (trophy trout); native fishery habitat; scientific — biogeographic
river capture; historic and cultural values.

The application seeks to protect those outstanding values by adding a prohibition on
damming and diversion of the river and adding a condition on water takes so as not to
breach a minimum river flow.

| support the whole application
My submission is that | support the proposed amendments to the order both to recognise

those outstanding values mentioned above and to add a prohibition on damming and
diversion of the river and conditions on minimum river flow.

The reasons for my submission:

I have fished the Nevis River on several occasions over many years and fell in love with
the valley and river immediately. The Brown trout fishing is superb with trophy trout to be
caught rising to large terrestrial style flies. The historic Chinese huts and gold workings
are also important history that needs to be protected and not flooded by water due to the
construction of a dam.

| seek the following decision from the special tribunal:

To recognise those outstanding values of the Nevis River identified by Fish and Game in
the Application.


mailto:alex.miller@mfe.govt.nz

To add a prohibition on damming and diversion of the river and to add minimum river
flow conditions to protect the river.

| do not wish to be heard in support of my submission.
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