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Resource Management (Forms, Fies, and
Procedure) Regulations 2003 4chedule 1

Form 30
Submission on publicly notified application for water conservation order
or for revocation or amendment of water conservation order

Sections 205 and 216, Resource Managzment Act 1991

To: Special Tribunal - Hurunui River Water Conservation Order

of/- Alex Miller

Ministry for the Environment
PO Box 10362

Wellington 6143

Name of submitter: T oHN BOOK ER .

This is a submission on an application from the New Zealand and North Canterbwy F ish and Game
Councils and the New Zealand Recreational Canoeing Association for a water conservation order for

Hurunui River.

The application seeks a Water Conservation Order for the preservation and protection of
outstanding features heid by the following waters:

« The mainstem of the upper Hyrunui River and all of its lakes, tributaries and
contributing waters (including hydrautically connected groundwaters) from itg source in
the Main Divide of the Southem Alps down to immediately above its confluence with
the Mandamus River (Upper Hurunui Waters).

« The mainstem of the lower Hurunui River from imraediately above its confluence
With the Mandamus River down to the Sea (Lower Hurunui River).

1t is stated within the application as applied for that the Apglicants consider that the amenity and
intrinsic values of the Hurunui River and its associated lakes and wributaries are nationally
outstanding and should be recognized and sustained by a Water Conservation Order.

It i3 also stated that the Hurunui River and its associated lakes and tributaries ate under
increasing threat from major irrigation and hydro-electricity proposals and therefore the
Burunui River needs robust and durable statutory protection to ensure that future generations
are able to continue {0 experience its outstanding values.

The spesific parts of the application that my submission relates to are:

The whole application.

My submission is:
I opiyose the order for the following reasons:
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ot add ition

. 1 do not believe the characteristics of the Upper Hurunui as outlined in the Applicanon can
be considered outstanding. The same characteristics are present on 2 number of other
Rivers in the Canterbury Region.

. 1 do not believe the characteristics of the Lower Hurunui as outlined in the Application can
be considered outstanding. Again the same characteristics are present on a pumber of other
Rivers in the Cantetbuty Region and this is also a modified environment.

. 1f it is finally determined that the characteristics outlined by the Applicant are outstanding
for both or either of the Upper and Lower Hurunui the final Conservation Order to be issued
on the Hurunui must take into acvount the needs of primary and secondary ndustry, and of

the community. Prohibiting the ability to develop the Hurunui water resource is contrary to
this requirement a3 outlined in 5207(b) of the Resource Management Act.

e  The Application suybmitted by the Applicants is unclear on how the outstanding features
supposedly present are to be protected. The Application provides no detail on amy water
allocation regime fo be implemented.

«  The Application isan additional process to the proposed Natural Resources Regional Plan,
the Hurunui District Plan, the Hurunui River Management Plan and the Canterbury
Sirategic Water Study. All of these processes have considered the values that peed
protecting and how they should be protected. It is a waste of 1ax payer resources to
consider further protection of the Hurunui River.

. Anvy further Submissions.....

I seek the following decision from the special tribunal:

o That the application for a Water Conservation Order on the Horunui be declined.

I wish to be heatd in support of my submission.

p—
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1 others make a similar submission, 1 will consider presenting a joint case with them at a hearing.

PacGE B3



