
This information supports the Government’s 
New Start for Fresh Water work programme 
and other freshwater policy initiatives.

OUR RIVERS

As part of its National Environmental Reporting 

Programme, the Ministry for the Environment reports 

on the health of fish communities in our rivers. This is 

the first time this data has been analysed and reported 

at a national level. 

The Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) was used to analyse 

22,546 records from the New Zealand Freshwater  

Fish Database between January 1970 and June 2007. 

Key findings
On average, IBI scores in rivers surrounded  • 
by indigenous forest were 10.9 per cent higher 
(better) than rivers surrounded by pasture and 
9.8 per cent higher than rivers in urban areas. 

At a national scale, average IBI scores for all • 
sites decreased (worsened) by 8.3 per cent 
between 1970 and 2007. 

The biggest decreases in IBI were in rivers • 
surrounded by pasture (11 per cent) and in  
rivers in urban areas (9.9 per cent).

Trends in fish communities

-46.519 mm

For more inFormation go to Temporal and 
Land-cover Trends in Freshwater Fish Communities  
in New Zealand’s Rivers, 1970–2007 at  
www.mfe.govt.nz
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